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RECORD OF QUALIFICATIONS AND TRAINING 
FOR QUEENSLAND PORT PILOTS 

 

Pilotage Area:  Brisbane 

Pilot Level 4: Above Pelican Banks – Vessels up to 160m LOA and 8.5m 
Draft 

 Below Pelican Banks – Vessels up to 185m LOA and 10.0m 
Draft 

 Unrestricted Tug & Tow Operations1 
    

PRINCIPAL TRAINING REQUIRED PRIOR TO BEING ELIGIBLE 
FOR A PILOT LICENCE/LEVEL 4 PILOTAGE AREA ENDORSEMENT 

 
 
1. Applicants must demonstrate that they have undertaken familiarisation with 

the following port operations: 
 

Experience Gained Date Confirmed 
By 

VTS Operations   
Transfer Operations - including briefs and instructions from 
transfer crew (helicopter crew if applicable) 

  

Man Overboard drills   
Tug Operations - observe 1 arrival and 1 departure on the 
navigation bridge of each type of tug operating in the port 

  

Port Emergency Procedures   
Port Procedures Manual   
Knowledge of Under Keel Clearance (UKC) requirements   
Knowledge of QShips System including scheduling   

 
2. Applicants must demonstrate they have the following practical experience: 
 

Experience Gained Date Confirmed 
By 

Familiarisation of the Brisbane Pilotage Area   
Observe a licensed Pilot on not less than 24 pilotage trips, 
including 12 arrivals and 12 departures; not less than 6 arrivals 
and 6 departures to be above Pelican Banks 

  

Not less than 6 of the 12 arrival and 6 of the12 departure 
observation trips are to be conducted during the hours of 
darkness 

  

                                                 
1 To be conducted in accordance with procedures outlined in the Port of Brisbane Port Procedures Manual 
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Observe a minimum of 4 trips to any berth in each of the 
following areas of which 2 trips to each must constitute a swing 
of the ship: 
  Hamilton Reach 
  Pinkenba Reach 
  Fisherman Island 

  

Observe 1 arrival or departure for Tug & Tow, 50m total 
combination length or greater 

  

Attend Radar and ARPA Simulation Course   
 

PRINCIPAL TESTING CRITERIA 
 

Written/Oral Examinations 
 
3. The applicant will be tested on their knowledge of port infrastructure and 

characteristics: 
 

Proven knowledge of Date Confirmed 
By 

Lights, lead lights and prominent features   
Beacons   
Buoys   
Berths, including UKC   
Channels   
Depths   
Speeds   
Swinging basins   
Tides   
Currents   
Predominant weather conditions   
Bathometry and topography   
Other issues relating to pilotage within the port boundary   
Contingency planning and risk management    

 
 
Temporary Authority 
 
4. Upon completion of the specified number of observation trips and other 

training, as well as successful completion of written/oral tests, the applicant 
shall be issued with a Temporary Authority and required to undertake 2 
arrival and 2 departure pilotage trips, under the instruction of a mentoring 
pilot.  At least 1 arrival and 1 departure trip are to be conducted during the 
hours of darkness, if a night endorsement is to be issued: 

 
 

Supervised Pilotage Date Confirmed
By 

1st Arrival of up to 160m LOA and 8.5m Draft, above Pelican 
Banks 
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2nd Arrival of up to 185m LOA and 10.0m Draft, below Pelican 
Banks, at night 

  

1st Departure of up to 160m LOA and 8.5m Draft, above 
Pelican Banks, at night 

  

2nd Departure of up to 185m LOA and 10.0m Draft, below 
Pelican Banks   

  

 
Practical Examinations 
 
5. The applicant will be required to execute an arrival, departure and night 

pilotage trip, one of which is above Pelican Banks, on at least 3 vessels up to 
185m LOA and 10m Draft, under the observation of a Check Pilot: 

 
 

Vessel LOA Date Confirmed 
By 

Arrival    
Departure    
Night    

 
6. Upon successful completion of check pilotage trips, the applicant will be 

issued with a Pilot Licence (if applicable) and a Level 4 Pilotage Area 
Endorsement, for the pilotage area of Brisbane or part of the pilotage area of 
Brisbane. 
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RECORD OF QUALIFICATIONS AND TRAINING 

FOR QUEENSLAND PORT PILOTS 

Pilotage Area:  Brisbane 

Pilot Level 3: Above Pelican Banks – Vessels up to 185m LOA and 9.0m 
Draft  

 Below Pelican Banks – Vessels up to 200m LOA and 11.0m 
Draft 

 
PRINCIPAL TRAINING REQUIRED PRIOR TO BEING ELIGIBLE 

FOR A LEVEL 3 PILOTAGE AREA ENDORSEMENT  
 
1. Routine pilotage of vessels up to 185m LOA and 10.0m Draft, for the Brisbane 

pilotage area: 
 

Experience Gained Dates 
Between 

Confirmed 
By 

Undertake a minimum of 60 Level 4 pilotage trips   
 
2. Applicants must have completed appropriate training in: 
 

Training and Courses Attended Date Confirmed 
By 

Passing Manoeuvres   
Anchor Manoeuvres   
Bridge Resource Management Course   

 
3. Applicants must have completed the following practical training: 
 

Experience Gained Date Confirmed 
By 

Observe on a vessel greater than 160m LOA, above Pelican 
Banks 

  

Observe on a vessel greater than 185m LOA, below Pelican 
Banks 

  

Observe on a vessel greater than 160m LOA, above Pelican 
Banks 

  

Observe on a vessel greater than 185m LOA, below Pelican 
Banks 

  

Observe on a vessel greater than 160m LOA, above Pelican 
Banks 

  

Observe on a vessel greater than 185m LOA, below Pelican 
Banks 
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Temporary Authority 
 
4. Upon completion of the specified number of Level 4 pilotage trips, 

observation trips and other training, the applicant shall be issued with a 
Temporary Authority and required to undertake at least 1 arrival and 1 
departure trip on vessels between 160m LOA and 185m LOA and 9.0m Draft, 
above Pelican Banks and 1 arrival and 1 departure trip on vessels between 
185m LOA and 200m LOA and 11.0m Draft, below Pelican Banks, under the 
instruction of a mentoring pilot:  

 
Supervised Pilotage Date Confirmed

By 
1st Arrival of up to 185m LOA and 9.0m Draft   
1st Departure of up to 185m LOA and 9.0m Draft   
2nd Arrival of up to 200m LOA and 11.0m Draft   
2nd Departure of up to 200m LOA and 11.0m Draft   

 
PRINCIPAL TESTING CRITERIA 

 
5. The applicant will be required to execute an arrival, departure and night 

pilotage trip on at least 3 Level 3 vessels, under the observation of a Check 
Pilot: 

 
Vessel LOA Date Confirmed 

By 
Arrival above Pelican Banks    
Departure above Pelican Banks    
Arrival below Pelican Banks, involving a swing 
in the river 

   

 
6. Upon successful completion of check pilotage trips, the applicant will be 

issued with a Level 3 Pilotage Area Endorsement, for the pilotage area of 
Brisbane or part of the pilotage area of Brisbane. 
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RECORD OF QUALIFICATIONS AND TRAINING 

FOR QUEENSLAND PORT PILOTS 
 

Pilotage Area:  Brisbane 

Pilot Level 2B: Above Pelican Banks – Vessels up to 185m LOA and 9.0m 
Draft (Same as Level 3) 

 Below Pelican Banks – Vessels up to 230m LOA and 12.0m 
Draft 

 
PRINCIPAL TRAINING REQUIRED PRIOR TO BEING ELIGIBLE 

FOR A LEVEL 2 PILOTAGE AREA ENDORSEMENT 
 
1. Routine pilotage of vessels up to 200m LOA and 11.0m Draft, for the Brisbane 

pilotage area: 
 

Experience Gained Dates 
Between 

Confirmed 
By 

Undertake a minimum of 60 Level 3 pilotage trips   
 
2. Routine pilotage of vessels of any size for the port: 

 
Experience Gained Dates 

Between 
Confirmed 

By 
Undertake a minimum of 150 pilotage trips of any type within 
the Brisbane pilotage area 

  

 
3. Applicants must have completed the following practical training: 
 

Experience Gained Date Confirmed 
By 

Observe on a vessel greater than 185m LOA and 11.0m Draft   
Observe on a vessel greater than 200m LOA    
Observe on a vessel greater than 200m LOA    
Observe on a vessel greater than 200m LOA    
Marine Pilot Training Simulator Course   

 
4. While not a prerequisite for this level, for a ship to ship transfer endorsement 

the applicant must observe ship to ship manoeuvring/berthing on vessels up 
to 230m LOA and 12.0m Draft. 
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Temporary Authority 
 
5. Upon completion of the specified number of Level 3 pilotage trips, 

observation trips and other training, the applicant shall be issued with a 
Temporary Authority and required to undertake at least 1 arrival and 1 
departure trip on vessels between 200m LOA and 9.5m Draft and 230m LOA 
and 12.0m Draft, under the instruction of a mentoring pilot: 

 
Supervised Pilotage Date Confirmed 

 By 
Arrival of up to 230m LOA and 12.0m Draft   
Departure of up to 230m LOA and 12.0m Draft   

 
PRINCIPAL TESTING CRITERIA 

 
6. The applicant will be required to execute an arrival, departure and night 

pilotage trip on at least 3 vessels greater than 200m LOA, under the 
observation of a Check Pilot:  

 
Vessel LOA Date Confirmed 

By 
 Arrival below Pelican Banks    
 Departure below Pelican Banks    
 Below Pelican Banks Night    

 
7. Upon successful completion of check pilotage trips, the applicant will be 

issued with a Level 2B Pilotage Area Endorsement, for the pilotage area of 
Brisbane or part of the pilotage area of Brisbane. 
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RECORD OF QUALIFICATIONS AND TRAINING 

FOR QUEENSLAND PORT PILOTS 
 

Pilotage Area:  Brisbane 

Pilot Level 2A: Above Pelican Banks – Vessels up to 185m LOA and over 
9.0m Draft 

 Below Pelican Banks – Vessels up to 230m LOA and 12.0m 
Draft (Same as Level 2B) 

 
PRINCIPAL TRAINING REQUIRED PRIOR TO BEING ELIGIBLE 

FOR ENDORSEMENT 
 
1. Routine pilotage of vessels of any size for the Brisbane pilotage area: 
 

Experience Gained Date Confirmed 
By 

Attained Pilot Licence Level 2B   
 
 
2. Applicants must have completed the following practical training: 
 

Experience Gained Date Confirmed 
By 

Observe on a vessel greater than 160m LOA and over 9.0m 
Draft, above Pelican Banks, swinging off the berth 

  

Observe on a vessel greater than 160m LOA and over 9.0m 
Draft, above Pelican Banks 

  

 
 
3.  Upon completion of the specified number of observation trips and other 

training, the applicant shall be issued with a Temporary Authority and 
required to undertake at least 1 arrival or departure trip on a vessel greater 
than 160m LOA and 9.0m Draft, under the instruction of a mentoring pilot: 

 

 

Supervised Pilotage Date Confirmed 
By 

Arrival or Departure on vessel with LOA limited by licence or 
endorsement and over 9.0m Draft, above Pelican Banks, 
involving a swing in the river 
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PRINCIPAL TESTING CRITERIA 
 

4. The applicant will be required to execute an arrival or departure on a vessel 
greater than 160m LOA and 9.0m Draft, involving a swing in the river, under 
the observation of a Check Pilot: 

 
 

Vessel LOA Date Confirmed 
By 

Arrival or Departure on a vessel with 
LOA limited by licence or endorsement 
and over 9.0m Draft, above Pelican 
Banks, involving a swing in the river 

   

 
 
5. Upon successful completion of check pilotage trips, the applicant will be 

issued with a Level 2A Pilotage Area Endorsement, for the pilotage area of 
Brisbane or part of the pilotage area of Brisbane. 
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RECORD OF QUALIFICATIONS AND TRAINING 
FOR QUEENSLAND PORT PILOTS 

 
Pilotage Area:  Brisbane 

Pilot Level 1B: Above Pelican Banks – Vessels up to 185m LOA and over 
9.0m Draft (Same as level 2A) 

 Below Pelican Banks – Unrestricted 
 

PRINCIPAL TRAINING REQUIRED PRIOR TO BEING ELIGIBLE 
FOR A LEVEL 1B PILOTAGE AREA ENDORSEMENT 

 
1. Routine pilotage of vessels up to 230m LOA and 12.0m Draft, for the Brisbane 

pilotage area: 
 

Experience Gained Dates 
Between 

Confirmed 
By 

Undertake a minimum of 60 Level 2 pilotage trips   
 
2. Routine pilotage of vessels of any size for the port: 

 
Experience Gained Dates 

Between 
Confirmed 

By 
Undertake a minimum of 250 pilotage movements of any type, 
within the Brisbane pilotage area 

  

 
3. Applicants must have completed appropriate training in: 
 

Training and Courses Attended Date Confirmed 
By 

Marine Pilots Training Course as outlined in Section 4.4.5 of 
the MSQ Procedure – Licensing and Training of Marine Pilots 
in Queensland 

  

 
4. Applicants must have completed the following practical training: 
 

Experience Gained Date Confirmed 
By 

Observe a trip on a tanker greater than 230m LOA, 35m Beam 
and 12.0m Draft, involving a swing off the berth 

  

Observe an arrival on a Post Pannamax vessel, draft 12.0m   
Observe a departure on a Post Pannamax vessel, draft 12.0m, 
involving a swing off the berth 

  

Observe a trip on a vessel greater than 230m LOA   
Observe a trip on a vessel greater than 230m LOA   
Observe a trip on a vessel greater than 230m LOA, involving a 
swing off the berth 
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Temporary Authority 
 
5. Upon completion of the specified number of Level 2 pilotage trips, 

observation trips and other training, the applicant shall be issued with a 
Temporary Authority and required to undertake at least 1 arrival and 1 
departure trip on vessels greater than 230m LOA and 35m Beam, under the 
instruction of a mentoring pilot. At least 1 of these trips must be undertaken 
on a vessel with a 12.0m Draft: 

 
Supervised Pilotage Date Confirmed

By 
Arrival on vessel greater than 230m LOA and 35m Beam 
(12.0m Draft   Yes/No) 

  

Departure on vessel greater than 230m LOA and 35m Beam 
(12.0m Draft   Yes/No) 

  

 
PRINCIPAL TESTING CRITERIA 

 
6. The applicant will be required to execute an arrival, departure and night 

pilotage trip on at least 3 vessels greater than 230m LOA, 35m Beam and 
12.0m Draft, at least one of which must be a tanker, under the observation of 
a Check Pilot: 

 
Vessel LOA Date Confirmed 

By 
Arrival     
Departure     
Night Trip     

 
 

7. Upon successful completion of check pilotage trips, the applicant will be 
issued with a Level 1B Pilotage Area Endorsement, for the pilotage area of 
Brisbane or part of the pilotage area of Brisbane. 
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RECORD OF QUALIFICATIONS AND TRAINING 
FOR QUEENSLAND PORT PILOTS 

 

Pilotage Area:  Brisbane 

Pilot Level 1A: Above Pelican Banks – Vessels up to 200m LOA and over 
9.0m Draft  

 Below Pelican Banks – Unrestricted (Same as Level 1B) 
     

 
PRINCIPAL TRAINING REQUIRED PRIOR TO BEING ELIGIBLE 

FOR A LEVEL 1A PILOTAGE AREA ENDORSEMENT 
 
1. Routine pilotage of vessels of any size, for the Brisbane pilotage area: 
 

Experience Gained Date Confirmed 
By 

Attained Pilot Licence Level 1B   
 
 
2. Applicants must have completed the following practical training: 
 

Experience Gained Date Confirmed 
By 

Observe on a vessel greater than 185m LOA, above Pelican 
Banks, swinging off the berth 

  

Observe on a vessel greater than 185m LOA, above Pelican 
Banks 

  

 
 
3.  Upon completion of the specified number of observation trips and other 

training, the applicant shall be issued with a Temporary Authority and 
required to undertake at least 1 arrival or departure trip on a vessel over 185m 
LOA, under the instruction of a mentoring pilot: 

 

 

Supervised Pilotage Date Confirmed 
By 

Arrival or Departure between 185m and 200m LOA and up to 
9.0m Draft, above Pelican Banks, involving a swing in the river 
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PRINCIPAL TESTING CRITERIA 
 

4. The applicant will be required to execute an arrival or departure on a vessel 
between 185m and 200m LOA and up to 9.0m Draft, involving a swing in the 
river, under the observation of a Check Pilot: 

 
 

Vessel LOA Date Confirmed 
By 

Arrival or Departure on a vessel between 
185m and 200m LOA and up to 9.0m Draft, 
above Pelican Banks, involving a swing in 
the river 

   

 
 
5. Upon successful completion of check pilotage trips, the applicant will be 

issued with a Level 1A Pilotage Area Endorsement, for the pilotage area of 
Brisbane or part of the pilotage area of Brisbane.
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RECORD OF QUALIFICATIONS AND TRAINING 
FOR QUEENSLAND PORT PILOTS 

 

Pilotage Area:  Brisbane 

Pilot Level 1U: Above Pelican Banks – Unrestricted 
 Below Pelican Banks – Unrestricted (Same as Level 1B) 
    

PRINCIPAL TRAINING REQUIRED PRIOR TO BEING ELIGIBLE 
FOR A LEVEL 1U PILOTAGE AREA ENDORSEMENT 

 
1. Routine pilotage of vessels of any size for the Brisbane pilotage area: 
 

Experience Gained Date Confirmed 
By 

Attained Pilot Licence Level 1A   
Attained Endorsement for Deep Draft Vessels over 9.0m Draft, 
above Pelican Banks 

  

Attained Endorsement for vessels up to 200m LOA and 9.0m 
Draft, above Pelican Banks 

  

 
 
2. Applicants must have completed the following practical training: 
 

Experience Gained Date Confirmed 
By 

Observe on a vessel greater than 200m LOA, above Pelican 
Banks, involving a swing in the river 

  

Observe on a vessel greater than 200m LOA, above Pelican 
Banks 

  

 
 
3.  Upon completion of the specified number of observation trips and other 

training, the applicant shall be issued with a Temporary Authority and 
required to undertake at least 1 arrival or departure trip, at night, on a vessel 
greater than 200m LOA, under the instruction of a mentoring pilot: 

 

 

Supervised Pilotage Date Confirmed 
By 

Arrival or Departure, at night, on a vessel greater than 200m 
LOA, above Pelican Banks, involving a swing in the river 
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PRINCIPAL TESTING CRITERIA 
 

4. The applicant will be required to execute an arrival or departure on a vessel 
greater than 200m LOA and up to 9.0m Draft, involving a swing in the river, 
under the observation of a Check Pilot: 

 
 

Vessel LOA Date Checked 
By 

 Arrival or Departure on a vessel greater than 
200m LOA, above Pelican Banks, involving a 
swing in the river 

   

 
 
5. Upon successful completion of a check pilotage trip, the applicant will be 

issued with an "Unrestricted" Pilotage Area Endorsement, for the pilotage 
area of Brisbane or part of the pilotage area of Brisbane. 
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RECORD OF QUALIFICATIONS AND TRAINING 

FOR QUEENSLAND PORT PILOTS 
 

Pilotage Area:  Brisbane 

Endorsement:  Ship to Ship Transfer  
 

PRINCIPAL TRAINING REQUIRED PRIOR TO BEING ELIGIBLE 
FOR A SHIP TO SHIP TRANSFER ENDORSEMENT 

 
1. Routine pilotage of vessels of any size for the Brisbane pilotage area: 

 
Experience Gained Dates 

Between 
Confirmed 

By 
Undertake a minimum of 250 pilotage movements   

 
 
2. Applicants must have completed the following practical training: 
 

Experience Gained Date Confirmed 
By 

Observe 1 arrival for Ship to Ship Transfer Operations   
Observe 1 departure for Ship to Ship Transfer Operations   

 
 
3. Upon completion of the specified number of observation trips and other 

training, the applicant shall be issued with a Temporary Authority and 
required to undertake at least 1 arrival 1 departure, one of which must be at 
night, under the observation of a Check Pilot: 

 
Vessel LOA Date Confirmed 

By 
Berthing – Night (YES/NO)    
Departure – Night (YES/NO)    
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RECORD OF QUALIFICATIONS AND TRAINING 

FOR QUEENSLAND PORT PILOTS 
 

Pilotage Area:  Brisbane 

Endorsement:  Check Pilot  
 

PRINCIPAL TRAINING REQUIRED PRIOR TO BEING ELIGIBLE 
FOR A CHECK PILOT LICENCE 

 
1. Routine pilotage of vessels of any size for the Brisbane pilotage area: 

 
Experience Gained Dates 

Between 
Confirmed 

By 
Undertake a minimum of 300 pilotage movements   
Must be endorsed for ship to ship transfer manoevring/berthing 
to conduct check pilot for same 

  

 
 
2. Applicants must have completed appropriate training in: 
 

Training and Courses Attended Date Confirmed 
By 

As a minimum, the assessment component of an Assessment 
and Workplace Training Course (Refer MSQ Procedure - 
Licensing and Training of Marine Pilots in Queensland - 
Section 2.5.1.2) 

  

 
 
3. The applicant will be required to perform the role of a Check Pilot on 1 arrival 

and 1 departure trip under the observation of: 
 

 the Regional Harbour Master (Brisbane); or 
 a suitably licenced  and experienced Pilot acceptable to the Regional 

Harbour Master (Brisbane). 
 

Vessel LOA Date Confirmed 
By 

Arrival    
Departure    

 

Page Number: 17 of 32

Rel
ea

se
d 

un
de

r R
TI

 - 
DTM

R



 
Version No. 6 dated 16 April 2016         Page 18 

 
SUMMARY OF PILOT TRAINING PROGRESSION 

 

 

Page Number: 18 of 32

Rel
ea

se
d 

un
de

r R
TI

 - 
DTM

R



Page Number: 19 of 32

Rel
ea

se
d 

un
de

r R
TI

 - 
DTM

R



Page Number: 20 of 32

Rel
ea

se
d 

un
de

r R
TI

 - 
DTM

R



Page Number: 21 of 32

Rel
ea

se
d 

un
de

r R
TI

 - 
DTM

R



Page Number: 22 of 32

Rel
ea

se
d 

un
de

r R
TI

 - 
DTM

R



Page Number: 23 of 32

Rel
ea

se
d 

un
de

r R
TI

 - 
DTM

R



Page Number: 24 of 32

Rel
ea

se
d 

un
de

r R
TI

 - 
DTM

R



Page Number: 25 of 32

Rel
ea

se
d 

un
de

r R
TI

 - 
DTM

R



Page Number: 26 of 32

Rel
ea

se
d 

un
de

r R
TI

 - 
DTM

R



Page Number: 27 of 32

Rel
ea

se
d 

un
de

r R
TI

 - 
DTM

R



Page Number: 28 of 32

Rel
ea

se
d 

un
de

r R
TI

 - 
DTM

R



Page Number: 29 of 32

Rel
ea

se
d 

un
de

r R
TI

 - 
DTM

R



Page Number: 30 of 32

Rel
ea

se
d 

un
de

r R
TI

 - 
DTM

R



Page Number: 31 of 32

Rel
ea

se
d 

un
de

r R
TI

 - 
DTM

R



Page Number: 32 of 32

Rel
ea

se
d 

un
de

r R
TI

 - 
DTM

R


	Levels Brisbane Version 6
	PRINCIPAL TRAINING REQUIRED PRIOR TO BEING ELIGIBLE
	PRINCIPAL TRAINING REQUIRED PRIOR TO BEING ELIGIBLE
	Temporary Authority


	licensing and trainning of marine pilots in Queensland

