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GOWRIE TO GRANDCHESTER

RAIL CORRIDOR STUDY

Newsletter 11 - September 2003

STUDY CONCLUDES

Investigations into a future

preferred railway corridor

alignment between Gowrie

and  Grand cheste r  have

concluded.

This newsletter summarises

public response to the draft

final report for Part 2

(Gowrie to Helidon) of the

study, what happens from

now on and shows how you

can obtain further information.

PUBLIC FEEDBACK

Newsletter 10, in November 2002 , advised that the Gowrie to

Helidon section of the Gowrie to Grandchester Rail Corridor

Study was complete and invited public comment on the draft final

report.

Included in Newsletter 10 was a response form, of which 161

were returned.  A question in the response form sought to gauge

the level of support for the proposed upgraded rail corridor.

Responses to the question are summarised below and show a high

level of support.

In addition to comments made in the newsletter response form, a

small number of written submissions were also received.  All

comments and submissions were evaluated and resulted in some

minor changes being made to  the report, to better explain issues

or to include others.

The proposed location of the upgraded rail corridor was

confirmed and no change to the alignment shown in the study

reports is proposed.

Public feedback was consistent with that obtained for Part 1 of the

study, which was reported in Newsletter 9 of September 2002.

PREFERRED FUTURE CORRIDOR

The preferred future rail corridor is shown inside this newsletter

and is the same as that shown in Newsletters 7, 9 and 10 and on

display at various locations over the past twelve months.

Other alignments investigated during the course of this study have

been abandoned in favour of the preferred corridor, based on a

balance of technical, environmental, social and cost criteria.  This

means that Queensland Transport and QR have no further interest

in properties affected by other options previously investigated.

This is a planning study which identifies a preferred

future rail corridor.  No timetable has yet been set for

construction.

FEATURES

The preferred corridor provides for:

• a high level of rail service to connect the south west of the

state to Brisbane;

• design speeds up to 200 kph, where possible, to cater for

potential future higher train operating speeds;

• possible future double stacked container freight trains;

• potential link to any future private sector proposal for the

Melbourne-Darwin inland rail concept;

• Standard and narrow-gauge rail capability;

• electrification, if this is a future requirement;

• retention of historic rail tunnels and stations.
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Below are some questions commonly asked by those

commenting on the draft final report, with answers.

Question: What passenger services will be provided or

increased when the upgraded rail corridor is constructed?

Answer: The level of passenger service will be determined by

government and could depend on a range of factors, such as

future cost of station facilities, passenger trains and travel

demand.  Freight services will fund the corridor upgrading and

make future passenger services more economically feasible .

Question: Will property owners directly affected by the corridor

be bought out?

Answer: Property owners directly affected by the corridor will

maintain full use of their property until construction of the

railway occurs.  In the meantime, should  an affected property

owner wish to sell and cannot obtain a fair market price because

of the rail corridor, then Queensland Transport may consider

acquisition at fair market price on hardship grounds.  Where a

property is affected by the rail corridor as well as the  proposed

Toowoomba Bypass corridor, a coordinated approach by Main

Roads and Q ueensland Transport will be undertaken.

Question: When will details concerning noise, visual impact and

railway station location be addressed?

Answer:  These matters are better undertaken at a time closer to

construction. The issues and concerns about detailed design

matters identified through the study are documented in the final

reports and will be an input into any future detailed design study

and will involve further broad community consultation.

Question: When will construction begin?

Answer: This is a planning study which seeks to preserve a rail

corridor for the future. There is yet no timetable  for construction.

Government will take into account both social and economic

factors in deciding the best timing for upgrading  the rail

corridor.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

The preferred corridor was referred to Environment Australia for

further consultation and assessment as required under the

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act

(1999).

After discussion with the federal agency, Environment Australia

and Queensland’s Environment Protection Agency, it was decided

that it is not practicable to progress the referral until a construction

date is set.

During the course of the study, comprehensive environmental

assessments by independent flora and fauna specialists have been

carried out and detailed reports have been prepared.

After reviewing these environmental assessments it was determined

that the environmental issues and impacts are likely to be able to be

satisfactorily mitigated under current legislation.

The detailed assessment of these environmental issues and

mitigation measures will be referred again to Environment

Australia at a later time when the corridor is committed for

construction.

The study reports (Part 1 and  Part 2), together with public

responses, have been submitted to the state government with a

recommendation that the proposed Gowrie to Grandchester Rail

Corridor be protected.  This can be achieved through incorporation

of the preferred Gowrie to Grandchester Rail Corridor into relevant

local government planning schemes.

Queensland Transport will provide community updates as  relevant

developments occur in future.

Study team members express their thanks to

community members for their patience,

cooperation and constructive consultation

throughout the study.  The outcome of this

planning study has been greatly influenced

through understanding the issues and

preferences of a wide range of community

members.

CONTACT DETAILS

You may make enquiries by contacting the Regional Manger at Queensland Transport in Toowoomba through the following:

Telephone: (07) 4639 0706 Facsimile: (07) 4639 0715

E-mail: ggrcs@transport.qld.gov.au Internet: www.transport.qld.gov.au/ggrcs

Mail: Regional Manager - Integrated Transport Planning

Queensland Transport

PO Box 645

TOOWO OMBA QLD 4350


