What’s up ahead?

An exciting driving adventure that will help you become a good,

safe driver - that’s what you have to look forward to.

Making learner drivers more experienced has already reduced the

number of serious crashes involving young drivers in Queensland,

which is great news. The official name of your journey to your

open licence is the Queensland graduated licensing system.

It’s the process of getting an open driver licence. It involves —

¢ holding a learner licence for at least 12 months

e getting at least 100 hours supervised on-road driving
experience recorded in your learner loghook within three
years if you are under 25

¢ gaining plenty of supervised on-road driving experience if
you are over 25

e passing the Q-SAFE practical driving test to get
a provisional licence

¢ atwo-stage provisional licence (P1 and P2)

e acompulsory hazard perception test to graduate from
aP1licence

¢ penalties for drivers who don’t do the right thing.

Note: Certain requirements and restrictions apply to each licence

type and some differ depending on your age.

The practical driving test

If you’re under 25 years of age, you can take your Q-SAFE practical
driving test after you’ve held your licence for 12 months and
logged 100 hours of supervised on-road driving experience within
the previous three years. First you must sign a Driving Experience
Declaration stating you have completed the necessary hours. This
declaration is in your logbook.

You can’t take your Q-SAFE practical driving test until your
logbook has been checked and passed by the Department of
Transport and Main Roads. Details on how and when to lodge
your logbook via Australia Post are in your logbook and online
at www.roadtrip.qld.gov.au. We will notify you by mail when
your logbook has passed. You can also choose to be notified by
phone, SMS or email. Your learner licence is valid
for three years.
If you are 25 years of age or older, you still
need to hold your learner licence for
12 months before you take the Q-SAFE (w
practical driving test. However, while
getting 100 hours of supervised on-road
driving is still encouraged, it isn’t mandatory.

Translating and Interpreting Service

Free assistance is available if you need help reading or
speaking English. Call 13 14 50 from anywhere in Queensland
at any time for the cost of a local call. Higher rates apply from
mobiles and payphones.

[SE3-0 E 7
AL AT e R, W RS AR R
oo SR T RAREEE LRI -
13 14 50 (£ ] I [R5 - 0 7 T oAy g T R )

Dich Vg Thiing Phién Dich
Méu qiii v gp todl ngai trong vile doc vd ndi tifng Anh, hily lidn lpc v
nhin vién eda Dich Vi Thong Phite Dich (T1S). Xin goi s6 dudi ady af
duge gilp 0.

13 14 50 (¥ bifi ¢f ndi ndo irong Queensland vio bt of gidf nio)

Servicio dé Tradueciin € nterpretaciin
5i tiene problemas para leer o hablar inglés pdngase en contaclo con el
Servicio de Traduceidn e Interpretacitn (TIS). Para obtener asistencia llame
al siguients nimero:
13 14 50 {desde cualquicer logar de Queensland - cliin per

L

The materials printed in this ication are distril by the Q asan
information source only. The State of Queensland (Department of Transport and Main Roads)
disclaims all responsibility and liability (including without limitation, liability for negligence)
for all expenses, losses, damages and costs you might incur as a result of the information
being inaccurate or incomplete in any way. The Department of Transport and Main Roads
has provided this publication for the purposes of satisfying learner driving experience
requirements under the relevant. ion and makes no. ions or
warranties regarding the accuracy or usefulness of the information contained therein for

any other use whatsoever. Any party using the information for any purposes does so at their
own risk, and releases and indemnifies Department of Transport and Main Roads against

all responsibility and liability (including negligence, negligent misstatement, economic and
consequential loss) for all expenses, losses, damages and costs incurred as a consequence
of that use. Information in this publication is current as of July 2011.
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Are you ready for your Road Trip?

Nice work on getting your learner licence.
Now the Road Trip really begins.

The answers to a lot of your questions can be found in this
brochure. But a great place to find out everything you need
to know about learning to drive and beyond your open licence
is at www.roadtrip.qld.gov.au.

If you can’t access this material please contact the Department
of Transport and Main Roads on 13 23 80 and we’ll send you
a hard copy of the information free of charge.

Everything is online

The Road Trip website gives you easy-to-understand
information, when you need to know it. There are videos,
quizzes and games to help you through the licence process
and make you a safe driver.

The website contains information for supervisors too, so let
yours know about it. There is also a brochure for them.

If you have more than one supervisor you can download extra
copies at www.roadtrip.qld.gov.au.

Your logbook option

While almost everything you need to get your licence is online,
you have a choice when it comes to your learner loghook.

You can record your mandatory 100 hours driving experience in a
hard copy logbook, or use the electronic version at RACQ’s
www.learn2go.com.au.

We do, however, recommend the hard copy loghook because
you can take it with you on your driving session and enter
the details immediately after. The electronic version is
recommended as backup.




What you can and can’t do
on your learner licence

You can
Drive! Great. But your supervisor must sit beside
you every time you’re behind the wheel.
Keep studying the road rules.
Talk to your friends who are also learning and
encourage each other.

You can’t

e Drive on your own under any circumstances.

* Use a mobile phone while driving under any
circumstances, including the loudspeaker function,
hands-free kits and Bluetooth accessories.*

Your supervisor and any other passenger(s) must not
use a mobile phone on loudspeaker.*

*Does not apply to learner drivers 25 years of age or older.

Choosing a supervisor

A supervisor can be a family member, friend or

an accredited driver trainer if they hold and have
held an open licence for 12 months for the class of
vehicle you're learning in. It's OK to have more than
one supervisor.

Finding a driver trainer

Accredited driver trainers can be found in most parts of
Queensland and are listed in the Yellow Pages. Keep in mind
that lessons with an accredited driver trainer will reduce the
100 hour requirement.

A one hour lesson counts towards three hours in your logbook
(up to a maximum of 10 x one hour lessons or

30 logbook hours). See www.roadtrip.qld.gov.au for

more information.

Why 100 hours? The harsh reality

Because of inexperience, young drivers are among Queensland’s
most at-risk road user groups. You are most at risk just after you
pass your practical driving test and start driving solo.

It's very important you log the required 100 hours of supervised
on-road driving. This supervised time better prepares you for the
riskiest period on the road when you start driving on your own.
Learner drivers have the lowest crash risk of all drivers, generally
because you are supervised.

Why young drivers are at risk
Learners are most likely to have a crash in the first six to
12 months of getting their provisional licence. Young people are
vulnerable on our roads because you:
* haven'tdeveloped your visual scanning and perception skills
o are less likely to identify and respond to risks or hazards
when driving
® are more easily distracted while driving
(caused by inexperience in coping with distractions)
* may drive at high risk times (for example at night and with
other young people in the car)
* may sometimes deliberately take risks (for example high
speed driving and tailgating)
* may sometimes use alcohol or drugs
e can be overconfident.

Your logbook

The logbook must be completed accurately and honestly
with each entry signed by your supervising driver.
Penalties apply if you record false or misleading information.

There are samples in the logbook that show you how to
fill in your logbook plus there’s a video and a fact sheet
at www.roadtrip.qld.gov.au.

What do | need to practise?

It's important to practise driving in different conditions.
In fact, you must log at least 10 hours of night driving in your
logbook for it to pass assessment.

Different conditions

different weather conditions, particularly rain ‘5
country roads

mountain/range roads f :
unsealed roads - 5

local suburban streets

main roads and freeways

Go to www.roadtrip.qld.gov.au for a downloadable fact sheet
about driving in different conditions.

Different skills ==

See instructional videos at www.roadtrip.qld.gov.au.

negotiating roundabouts and intersections
maintaining your road position and speed in traffic 0
hill starts and U-turns 1
recognising hazards and responding in time
changing lanes, merging, overtaking
reversing and reverse parking

How to spoil your Road Trip

Alcohol and drugs

In Queensland, learner and provisional drivers of any age
must have zero blood alcohol concentration (0.00 BAC) while
driving. Never drive if you have taken illicit or recreational drugs.

Speeding

Speeding is not only exceeding the speed limit, but also
driving too fast for the road, traffic or weather conditions.
Speeding increases the likelihood and severity of a crash.
You should adjust your speed to match the conditions.

Fatigue/driving tired

Driver fatigue or driving tired affects your level of concentration,
alertness and your ability to process information and make
decisions. Slower reactions and impaired visual scanning can
happen well before you fall asleep. If you are tired, don't drive.

Penalties

From 1 March 2012, if you accumulate four or more demerit points
in a 12 month period while on your learner licence you will receive
a three month suspension - that's three months when it will be
illegal for you to drive.

Be aware that from 1 March 2012, the penalty for driving without
a supervisor while on your learner licence will increase from one
to four demerit points (and a fine of $160).




