
  

  
 

Bruce Highway widening and overtaking 
lanes (Mailman Road to Mackenzie Creek) 

Construction Update: June – August 2019

 

The Bruce Highway upgrades between Mailman 
Road and Mackenzie Creek, at Cromarty, are 
progressing to schedule. 

Works completed to date:  

• BMD Constructions established their site office, 
at the southern end of the project 

• Vegetation clearance has been completed 
between Mailman Road and the Mackenzie 
Creek bridge  

• Property accesses between Mailman Road and 
the Palm Creek bridge have been upgraded, 
with the exception of the Mountainview Lake 
Holiday Park (to be completed at a later stage) 

• Upgrades to property accesses between the 
Palm Creek bridge and St Margaret's Creek 
bridge have commenced 

• Temporary roadway constructed at the southern 
end of the project to allow for highway works 
with minimal impact to traffic flow. 

Culvert works are progressing between Mailman 
Road and the St Margaret's Creek bridge.  

 

 

Embankment materials are being placed and compacted  

 

 
 
 
 

Upcoming Works – September to November  

Activities during the coming months will include: 

• Continue with the installation and extension of 
culverts under the highway 

• Complete pavement widening and sealing from 
Mailman Road through to approximately 900 
metres north of the Palm Creek bridge  

• Continue excavation, earthworks, reshaping the 
existing road and asphalting of the new north 
and southbound overtaking lanes (approx. 900 
metres north of the Palm Creek bridge through 
to the St Margaret's Creek bridge) 

Works between Mailman Road and the St 
Margaret's Creek bridge are due to be completed by 
the end of 2019.  

Works between the St Margaret's Creek bridge and 
Mackenzie Creek bridge will be ongoing until mid-
2021 (weather permitting).  

Traffic impacts 

What to expect during active construction hours: 

• Speed restrictions given the changing conditions 
and proximity of excavations 

• Short distances of single lane operation and 
traffic stoppages 

• Travelling on a new alignment  

• Noise and lighting associated with use of 
construction equipment including road saws, 
excavators, asphalt and compaction equipment, 
concrete trucks and lighting towers. 

Residents and motorists are advised to plan their 
journey and allow extra travel time.  

Traffic controllers will be onsite to assist during 
working hours. Outside of working hours temporary 
traffic signals will manage vehicle movements.  

 

 



  

  
 

Did you know? 

Ever wondered why bollards have been placed 
throughout the works zone?  

The bollards are to ensure the safety of motorists, 
particularly given the changing conditions, as well 
as the depth and proximity of excavations.  

They serve as a visual deterrent to vehicles 
travelling outside of the traffic lane, where we may 
have deep excavations as part of pavement works. 

They also ensure that vehicles travelling through the 
area at night are aware of the traffic lanes, given 
changing conditions. 

Environmental protection 

During project planning, TMR identified suitable 
habitat for nationally-threatened species, the bare-
rumped sheathtail bat within the project footprint.  

The insectivorous bat typically measures 81−97mm 
(head and body) and weighs 48−55g. 

In Australia, the bare-rumped sheathtail bat has 
been recorded mostly in eucalypt forests and 
woodlands, (generally in near-coastal areas 
throughout north-east Queensland and the Northern 
Territory) where small colonies roost in tree hollows 
high in the canopy.  

We undertook detailed surveys to identify all hollow 
bearing trees along the length of the project 
alignment. Then, highly sensitive acoustic recorders 
were used to detect the ultra-sonic calls of the bats. 
These investigations allowed the project ecologists 
to accurately locate the specific trees in which the 
bats were roosting.  

The design team marked the location of suitable 
habitat for the bare-rumped sheathtail bats in the 
project design model and, where possible, solutions 
were implemented to protect the habitat.  

These included localised batter treatments and 
guardrail installations to minimise the need for tree 
removal.  

An ecologist also continues to ensure that 
roadworks are conducted with minimal disturbance 
to the trees or the bats living in them. 

Nearby TMR project 

As part of the nearby Haughton River Floodplain 
Upgrade project, the intersection of the Bruce 
Highway and Mailman Road will change.  

Sarri Road will be extended and converted to a 
service road, connecting with Mailman Road before 
intersecting the Bruce Highway.  

Traffic from both roads will enter the Bruce Highway 
at this one, new intersection about 100m north of 
the current Mailman Road intersection. The new 
intersection will include turning lanes, greatly 
improving safety for motorists.  

 

The project teams for the Mailman Road to 
Mackenzie Creek works, and that for the nearby 
Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade project, are 
meeting regularly to facilitate works between both 
projects and to manage traffic movements between 
both works zones.  

For more information on the Haughton River 
Floodplain Upgrade project see the TMR website. 

We would like to thank the community for their 
patience through the reduced speed zones and 
roadwork areas.  
 

 

The bare-rumped sheathtail bat  
(Saccolaimus saccolaimus nudicluniatus) 


