
What is a stabling yard?
A stabling yard is a place where trains are parked when they 
are not in operation. Typically, trains return to the stabling 
yard at the end of service until they are again required.

A typical stabling yard is a secure, fenced compound with 
security cameras (CCTV) and lighting. In addition to a series 
of train tracks, platforms, walkways, and small buildings, the 
facility provides offices and amenities for train crews and staff.

What will happen at the Kippa-Ring stabling yard?
A stabling yard for up to 10 six car trains, along with a facility 
for Queensland Rail employees will be built at Kippa-Ring as 
part of the Moreton Bay Rail project. 

While trains are stabled, they are cleaned internally and 
waste is removed including ‘decanting’ (emptying toilets). 
Maintenance and external cleaning such as graffiti removal 
and washing of trains will also be undertaken.

Why is the stabling yard located in Kippa-Ring?
Well located stabling facilities help increase reliability, 
reduce network operating costs, improve network capacity by 
relieving congestion and junction conflicts, and ensure faster 
response times in case of train failure.

Queensland Rail currently has over 200 three car trains 
operating on its city network. Trains are required to be securely 
housed when not in operation to prevent graffiti and vandalism. 

Queensland Rail facilities 
A new access road will be built on the southern side of the 
rail line linking MacDonnell Road, Margate to the stabling 
yard. Designated onsite parking is provided for train crews, 
and staff working at the facility. The building will consist of 
staff offices and amenities, and storage rooms for cleaning 
equipment.

As most activities are undertaken at night, the stabling yard 
will have lighting throughout the compound for the security 
and safety of staff.
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Noise during operation 

Trains are required to sound their klaxon (horn) on moving 
into and out of the stabling yard as a safe working practice. 
Cleaning requires trains and their air-conditioning units to 
continue running while parked.

Trains most frequently arrive at the end of the last service of 
the day and depart up to an hour prior to the first scheduled 
service of the day.

Queensland Rail is committed to mitigating noise from its 
activities and noise at the stabling yard is managed in 
accordance with the Queensland Rail Code of Practice – 
Railway Noise Management. This document can be found on the 
Queensland Rail website: http://www.queenslandrail.com.au

About the project

The Moreton Bay Rail project will deliver a 12.6 km dual-track 
passenger rail line between Petrie and Kippa-Ring, including 
six new stations along the route. Major construction is 
underway and the project is planned to be operational by late 
2016, weather permitting. 

The Lawnton to Petrie upgrade project will also be delivered as 
part of the project. The upgrade of the track between Lawnton 
and Petrie stations and additional work in the rail corridor is 
required to integrate the new Moreton Bay Rail services as well 
as supporting the freight network. Thiess Pty Ltd was awarded 
the contract to design and build the project. 

For more information

For more information on the Moreton Bay Rail project please 
contact our team on:

Telephone: 1800 096 821*

Email:   moretonbayrail_info@thiess.com.au

Web:   www.moretonbayrail.qld.gov.au

*Free call within Australia. Check with your service  provider for call  
  costs.
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