
What is rail construction?

Construction of the dual-track passenger rail line is 
completed in series of major activities including: 

•	 Constructing the formation (earthworks).

•	 Delivering and compacting rock material called ‘ballast’ 
using body trucks, a front-end loader and grader. 

•	 Placing concrete sleepers using an excavator with a 
specialised ‘claw’ attachment.

•	 Laying and welding together pre-prepared sections of 
steel rail – lengths of up to 220m long will be dragged 
into position and joined together using ‘alumino-
thermic’ welding. The rails are then clipped to the 
sleepers.

•	 Placing and levelling additional top ballast into place 
using a front-end loader. A track-mounted tamper 
machine then lifts and alignes the steel rail and uses 
vibration to settle the ballast rock. This activity is done 
numerous times to ensure stability for the sleepers and 
rail during rail operations. 

•	 Installing over-head equipment, including mast posts, 
steel gantries and contact wire. 

About the project
The Moreton Bay Rail project will deliver a 14km dual-track passenger rail line between Lawnton and Kippa-Ring, including six 
new rail stations at Kallangur, Murrumba Downs, Mango Hill, Mango Hill East, Rothwell and Kippa-Ring.  The upgrade of the track 
between Lawnton and Petrie and additional work within the existing rail corridor is required to integrate the new Moreton Bay Rail 
service. 

The $988 million project is jointly funded by the Australian and Queensland governments and Moreton Bay Regional Council.  

Major construction is underway and the rail line is planned to be operational by late 2016, weather permitting. Thiess Pty Ltd was 
awarded the contract to design and build the project.

For more information 

For more information on the Moreton Bay Rail project 
please contact our team on: 

Telephone:    1800 096 821 (toll free)
Email:   moretonbayrail_info@thiess.com.au 
Web:     www.moretonbayrail.qld.gov.au
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Noise and vibration
Some rail construction activities can be noisy, such as when 
trucks are delivering ballast or when the tamping machine is 
being used. It is usual that some vibration may also be felt by 
residents during these activities. 

Our team is available to meet with residents to discuss these 
activities. Please contact us to arrange a suitable time. 
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