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12.0 SUSTAINABLE MODES OF TRANSPORT 

The pedestrian and cycle networks will form an important part of the future transport system in 
the study area.  Given the limited existing networks, significant planning and design will be 
required to cater for the anticipated 2056 demand. 
 
Current regional cycle network planning for the area is contained in the South East 
Queensland Principal Cycle Network Plan (PCNP), although recommendations are limited due 
to the current development densities in the area.   As discussed in Section 7.0, this will change 
significantly in the long term.  The Principal Cycle Network Plan is an evolving publication and 
is systematically reviewed every 5 years to update the planning.  It is therefore important to 
start planning for such networks and preserving appropriate corridors if necessary. 
 
The Strategic Transport Network Investigation is a strategic examination of future transport 
systems and there is a need to develop a comprehensive and useable network of both 
regional and local walk and cycle networks in the future.  The majority of the pedestrian and 
cycle networks within the study area should therefore be developed as part of new 
development structure planning processes beyond the scope of the study.  However, the 
Strategic Transport Network Investigation has developed some guiding objectives contained in 
Section 12.1 to assist in the development of these more local networks.  Local government 
existing and proposed cycle network plans and recreation/open space planning can also guide 
this planning. 
 
Due to the difficulties in developing a detailed cycle network without the benefits of detailed 
land use planning, a conceptual network has been developed and shown on Figure 12.1.  This 
network has been developed based on the principles discussed in Section 6.1 of this report.  
The key elements of this network are as follows: 
 

• comprehensive external connections north to Logan and Brisbane.  Based on the 
Principal Cycle Network Plan, this would include connections in vicinity of 
Beaudesert Beenleigh Road to Logan and the proposed V1 Bikeway and Mt 
Lindesay Highway/Beaudesert Road.  In addition, Waterford Tambourine Road 
should be considered as a connection and a dedicated cycle route along the 
proposed new north south road east of the Mt Lindesay Highway south of the 
Logan Motorway; 

• external connections to the Gold Coast via Beaudesert Nerang Road and a 
dedicated cycle route along the proposed Southern Infrastructure Corridor (road); 

• external connections to Ipswich via the Springfield Greenbank Arterial; 
• sub-regional connections between residential areas, key centres and enterprise 

areas; 
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• comprehensive internal pedestrian and cycle network within all existing and 
proposed development areas.  As noted above, this should be planned as part of 
Council’s structure planning processes; 

• recreational routes should be developed within cities, towns and villages and 
to/from key recreational destinations.  In addition, where topography or distance is 
a constraint for commuter travel, training and recreational links could be provided.  
This is particularly the case through the Scenic Rim hinterland areas and 
connections to the Gold Coast and Tweed areas.  These can also be guided by 
Council’s recreation planning; 

• investigations should also occur into the use of the Bethania to Beaudesert rail 
line for walking and cycling, potentially as a rail trail development and provision of 
cycle route alongside the Beaudesert to Salisbury rail line.  These rail corridors 
form an ideal location for such facilities due to their grades, topography and that 
they also serve a direct route between major development areas. 

 
All new transport corridors proposed for the Strategic Transport Network Investigation should 
therefore be investigated to include facilities for cycling.  Generally public transport corridors 
are preferable to road corridors as these corridors will be designed to connect directly into the 
urban centres unlike major bypass roads.   It is noted that the above routes need to be 
considered in association with open space and recreational planning studies. 
 
In this regard, the following provides a summary of the former Department of Main Roads 
position on cycling. 
 

In accordance with Main Roads Bicycle Policy, the department will encourage and 
facilitate cycling. Cyclists are legitimate users of the Queensland road network and as 
such the planning for, and design, construction, maintenance and operation of State-
controlled roads should be undertaken on the basis that cyclists will use the network. 
 
Main Roads will allow for cycling as part of the planning and protection of new road 
corridors.  This may include identifying instances where cyclists' needs are better met 
on an alternative alignment. 
 
As with all road construction and maintenance projects, planning and investment in 
cycling will be subject to: 
 

• consultation; 
• available funding; 
• competing priorities;  
• obtaining value for money. 

 
Main Roads will seek to make State-controlled roads cycle-friendly by incorporating 
cycle- friendly design in traffic operations, road-upgrading, and maintenance projects.  
This may include the economical retrofitting of roads where necessary to 
accommodate cyclists. 
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Along priority cycling routes, Main Roads will positively provide for cyclists in road-
upgrading projects. 
 
Where a State-controlled road is shown as part of a priority cycling route but where 
cycling cannot be positively provided for, Main Roads will negotiate with local 
government and stakeholders to achieve a suitable alternative solution.  As an 
example, an alternative route could be provided along a nearby local government road 
parallel to the State-controlled road, or on other land. 
 
Notwithstanding the above Main Roads will, as necessary, restrict or prohibit cycle 
access to parts of the State-controlled road network where there is unacceptable 
safety risk such as on motorways. 

 
Section 6.5 discusses potential future mode share scenarios for modes other than the car.  
The scenarios are recreated in Table 12.1 below. 
 
Table 12.1 2056 Mode Share Scenarios 
Mode 
Share 
Scenarios 

External Trunk Trips* Between Town Trips** Within Town Trips*** 

Cycle Walk Public 
Transport Cycle Walk Public 

Transport Cycle Walk Public 
Transport

Low 0.1% 0% 10% 1% 0% 4% 5% 10% 3% 
Medium 0.5% 0% 15% 2% 0% 8% 8% 15% 8% 
High 1% 0% 20% 4% 0% 12% 10% 20% 10% 
 
Distance was the determinant when developing the mode shares for different trip types.  It was 
considered unlikely that external trips and trips between towns would be made by walking.  
For the same reason, low cycling mode share scenarios for these longer trips were set.  High 
public transport mode share scenarios for external trips are due to the anticipated high number 
of trunk commuter public transport trips to the Brisbane CBD and Brisbane City.  Given that 
walking and cycling become more feasible modes of transport over shorter distances, it was 
anticipated that the walking and cycling mode share percentages within towns would be higher 
within towns than between.  In comparison public transport is less feasible over shorter 
distances.  For this reason the public transport mode share scenarios within towns is slightly 
lower than between towns.   
 
To achieve the above scenarios, it is therefore essential that a comprehensive and more 
detailed cycle network plan be developed once more detailed planning occurs in the study 
area and in particular in the new development areas. 
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12.1 Key Cycle/Pedestrian Planning and Design Guidelines 

In order to achieve the best practice planning and design for walking and cycling networks a 
set of key design and planning principles or guidelines have been developed for the Strategic 
Transport Network Investigation.  It is important that existing standards such as AUSTROADS 
Part 13 and 14 and Australian Standards 1428 series are applied to all future facilities.  The 
guidelines are detailed in the following: 
 

1. The cycle network will need to provide good connections from the study area into 
other Local Government Areas (LGAs).  These routes should connect with the 
existing and proposed cycle routes outlined by the South East Queensland 
Principal Cycle Network Plan and any primary routes outlined by surrounding local 
government areas. 

2. Provide strong cycle connections between key residential areas, enterprise 
precincts and activity centres. 

3. Cycle networks and facilities should be developed within a five to ten kilometre 
radius of townships and cities. 

4. Cycle connections between major development areas and key activity centres 
should be developed with higher priority given to connections which are less than 
10km.  Priority should also be given to providing safe cycling routes to schools 
ranging from 3-5km. 

5. Where possible existing and proposed rail and road corridors should be utilised as 
cycle routes (due to appropriate grades), with adequate width to accommodate on 
road or off road cycling (as appropriate). 

6. A cycle route utilising or adjacent to a dedicated public transport corridor is 
generally preferable to one utilising a road corridor since dedicated public 
transport corridors are designed to connect directly into the urban centres unlike 
major bypass roads.   

7. High quality recreational routes should be developed within cities and townships 
and to/from key recreational destinations. 

8. Long distance touring and training routes can be developed along regional 
transport links over distances greater than 10km and/or where hilly terrain exists.  
Safe shoulders should be retrofitted if necessary and appropriate. 

9. New developments within the study area should be designed in accordance with 
cycling best practice initiatives.   

10. Cyclists and pedestrians should be separated where possible.  Particularly where 
higher speed commuter cycling traffic is likely to come into conflict with slower 
speed cyclists and pedestrians.   

11. Design of new facilities should anticipate and cater for future growth in cycling and 
pedestrians (for example, wider footpaths in key activity centres).   
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12. End and mid trip facilities must be incorporated into the design of all new cycling 
links.  Cycling connections to public transport nodes should be provided for with 
the appropriate end of trip facilities.    

13. Application of AUSTROADS Part 14: Bicycles should be treated as a minimum 
standard.   
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