
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Riverway Drive Duplication 
Construction Update

May 2018

Project overview 
Work continues on the project to duplicate approximately 
3km section of Riverway Drive to accommodate existing 
and future traffic volumes.

Starting at the Gollogly Lane intersection, the duplication 
extends just south of the Allambie Lane intersection, 
Rasmussen. The project will also deliver several other 
safety improvements including improved or signalised 
intersections, pedestrian crossings, centre medians, and 
cycle lanes.

Project timeframes
Construction commenced May 2017 and is scheduled 
to be completed late 2018, pending weather and 
construction conditions.

Features at a glance: 
• dual lanes of traffic in each direction along 

Riverway Drive between Gollogly Lane and 
Allambie Lane intersections.

• centre medians to divide the road
• protected turning lanes
• new, upgraded and EVP enhanced signalised 

intersections
• pedestrian crossings and refuges
• new bus stops and shelters
• street light upgrade.

Stay informed
Phone: 1800 625 648
Email: engagement.northern@tmr.qld.gov.au
Website: www.tmr.qld.gov.au/Projects/Name/R/Riverway-Drive-Townsville-duplication
QldTraffic: Pre-plan your trip with QldTraffic and avoid delays. Visit: qldtraffic.qld.gov.au

*Free call from anywhere in Australia. Call charges apply for calls from mobile phones and payphones. Check with your service provider for 
call costs

Project update
There are essentially two main parts to this project; 
construction of two new lanes, and reconstruction of the 
existing lanes to the same standard. 

The first phase of the project established the new, dual 
carriageway along Riverway Drive, which is now in use 
from Gollogly Lane to just south of Dollview Avenue, and 
from Santal Drive to Allambie Lane. 

Although it requires final asphalt sealing, the new 
carriageway maintains traffic flow for almost 20,000 
vehicles per day, while road reconstruction takes place 
on the existing carriageway. The remaining section of 
the new carriageway between Dollview Avenue and 
Santal Drive is not yet in use, and the section south of 
Allambie Lane that will complete the project and merge 
the four lanes into the existing road has not yet been 
constructed.

Road users are asked to drive with caution. As the 
new lane alignment switches between the eastern and 
western sides of the existing road, conditions frequently 
change, including ‘switches’ between traffic lanes, 
narrow lanes, and changing road surface levels. 

Emergency Vehicle Priority (EVP)Technology 
The new traffic signals at Santal Drive and the existing 
traffic signals at Gollogly Lane, Bluewattle Boulevard 
and Allambie Lane will be upgraded to include EVP 
Technology. 

The new technology allows emergency vehicles such as 
the Police and Ambulance to trigger a green traffic light 
sequence by using their sirens. 

More information: 

https://tmr.qld.gov.au/Safety/Road-safety/Emergency-
Vehicle-Priority

Construction of the new, dual carriageway
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Lighting
As part of the street lighting upgrade, footings for the 
poles have been installed and approximately 20% of light 
poles have been erected.

Landscaping
Turf is currently being laid on the nature strip as concrete 
footpaths are completed along the western side of 
Riverway Drive between Illuta Street and Santal Drive.

Protection treatment for stormwater outlets along the 
riverbank has been completed, reducing the potential for 
erosion and scouring.

Tree and grass plantings along the riverbank for 
bank stabilisation and beautification of the area has 
commenced in areas impacted by the project.

Footpaths, driveways, kerb and channel
Driveway access to businesses has been maintained 
throughout the project. 

Kerbing and channelling, as well as the reconstruction of 
driveways are complete in some sections of the project 
area, with other sections underway. 

Two riverside boardwalks at the northern end of the 
project zone (towards Willows Shopping Centre) have 
now been installed, and the riverside footpath is 80% 
complete. 

Intersections and detours
Gollogly Lane

No changes will be made to this 
intersection. 

Dollview intersection 
This intersection is closed to all traffic, 
allowing the water main to be lowered, 

pavement work, and installation of 
stormwater infrastructure.

Illuta Street intersection
Upgrades were completed in November 

2017.

Santal Drive intersection 

The northern side of the intersection is 
nearing completion, including new kerbing 

and channelling, stormwater pipes and 
water main protection slabs.  

Bluewattle Boulevard intersection
A new U-turn lane will be installed at the 

southern end of the intersection.

Sonia Street intersection
Work at this intersection has not yet 

commenced. To improve safety, traffic turns 
will be restricted to a left in, left out, and 

right in. Traffic heading south (right out) will 
use the new U-turn facility at Bluewattle 

Boulevard.  

Allambie Lane intersection 
In January this year, access to parts of 
the Allambie Lane and Riverway Drive 

intersection was restricted.

Traffic has been diverted to a temporary 
roundabout at the intersection of Riverway 

Drive and Baldock Street. The detour will 
remain in place until mid-2018 (subject to 

weather and construction conditions).

Changes to this intersection include the 
demolition of the concrete median at the left 

hand turn lane and asphalt infill, modification 
to traffic signals, and road widening for 

Allambie Lane western bound traffic. 

Bus stops
Four of the 14 bus stops are complete. Some bus stops 
will feature seating, shelter, and new pull over area for 
buses.

Traffic and property impacts
• During construction, motorists, residents and 

businesses can expect changes to the existing traffic 
conditions such as detours, reduced lanes, and 
reduced speed limits.   

• Speed restrictions, temporary traffic congestion and 
travel delays are expected. Plan your journey and 
allow extra travel time.

• Variable message signs, temporary signage and 
linemarking will be in place to provide advance notice 
of traffic flow changes.

• Access to properties within the project zone are being 
maintained during the work, however there will be 
temporary access delays.

• Some bus stops have been temporarily relocated 
during construction. Changes are clearly signed. 

Once complete, the speed limit on Riverway Drive between 
Gollogly Lane and Allambie Lane will be reinstated to  
70km/h. TMR is committed to effective communication 
of these impacts during construction and will work with 
the contractor to minimise these impacts on residents, 
businesses and road users.
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Next project milestones
Within the next three months, a number of traffic 
‘switches’ between the new and existing road 
surface will take place, mostly from Dollview Avenue 
to Bluewattle Boulevard.

Boardwalks, stormwater drainage and most of the 
street lighting will also be completed within the next 
three months. 


