
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
General 
What is the Rockhampton Ring Road? 
 
The Rockhampton Ring Road is a $1 billion major infrastructure project within the Central 
Queensland region.  
 
The project will provide a western link of the Bruce Highway through Rockhampton extending 
from the Capricorn Highway (Nelson Street) in the south, to Rockhampton-Yeppoon 
Road/Bruce Highway intersection in the north and will include a new crossing of the Fitzroy 
River at Pink Lily. 
 
What is the Bruce Highway Upgrade Program? 
 
The Bruce Highway Upgrade Program is a $12.6 billion, 15-year program of works (2013-14 
– 2027-28) to improve safety, flood resilience and capacity along the Bruce Highway in 
Queensland. The program is jointly funded by the Australian and Queensland Governments. 
 
Importantly, the Rockhampton Ring Road was identified as one of the major infrastructure 
projects to be delivered as part of this program. 
 
Why do we need the Rockhampton Ring Road? 
 
The Bruce Highway is Queensland’s major north-south freight and commuter corridor, 
connecting coastal population centres from Brisbane to Cairns and stretches over 1677km. 
 
The existing Bruce Highway through Rockhampton is one of the remaining pinch points 
between Brisbane and Cairns, with 19 sets of traffic signals to navigate. 
 
Traffic volumes on the Bruce Highway in Central Queensland range from 2600 vehicles per 
day in rural sections to 35,000 vehicles per day through urban centres.  
 
The Bruce Highway serves as a key heavy vehicle route with an average of approximately 
2640 heavy vehicles travelling through Rockhampton daily. 
 
What are the benefits of the Rockhampton Ring Road? 
 
The Rockhampton Ring Road will improve road safety, freight efficiency and aid in amenity 
with fewer heavy vehicles through the CBD, thereby also improving access to five schools 
currently on the Bruce Highway. 
 
The Rockhampton Ring Road will also provide flood resilience and access for commuters, 
emergency services and defence personnel to the Rockhampton Hospital and regional 
emergency management centre in time of floods. This improves reliability and builds 
confidence for industry and business in Rockhampton. 
 
 
 



Improving the connectivity between the northern and southern residential precincts of the city 
will strengthen key employment, leisure and tourism precincts within Rockhampton and the 
wider region. 
 
How will the Rockhampton Ring Road improve connectivity for Rockhampton and the 
region? 
 
The Rockhampton Ring Road will build upon existing and new road projects to enhance local 
freight and commuter efficiency within the region. 
 
The Rockhampton Ring Road will provide key connections into Rockhampton at the 
Capricorn Highway in the south, West Rockhampton, Alexandra Street and Rockhampton-
Yeppoon Road in the north. 
 
These key links into the city will improve connectivity to important facilities and services 
within Rockhampton such as: 
 

• Capricorn Highway – Gracemere CBD and residential growth area, Gracemere 
industrial area, and resource and agriculture sectors to the west. 
 

• West Rockhampton – Rockhampton airport, hospital and CBD, Rockhampton 
Defence depot, emergency services, education, sporting and leisure facilities. 
 

• Alexandra Street – Parkhurst industrial area and residential growth area, retail 
precinct and North Rockhampton CBD. 
 

• Rockhampton-Yeppoon Road – CQUniversity, emergency services, Capricorn 
Coast and tourism. 
 

The Rockhampton Ring Road will improve access to the city via the Bruce Highway and 
significantly reduce congestion by providing an alternative route for heavy vehicles, 
enhancing the overall safety and amenity of the urban centre. 
 
The Rockhampton Ring Road will integrate with major infrastructure already completed, 
including Yeppen North and Yeppen South, as well as projects currently under construction, 
including the Capricorn Highway - Rockhampton to Gracemere Duplication and the 
Rockhampton Northern Access Upgrade. 
 
How does the Rockhampton Ring Road connect with other road infrastructure 
projects in the region? 
 
The Rockhampton Ring Road will integrate with major infrastructure already completed, 
including Yeppen North and Yeppen South, as well as projects currently under construction, 
including the Capricorn Highway - Rockhampton to Gracemere Duplication and the 
Rockhampton Northern Access Upgrade. 
 
Why has the Rockhampton Ring Road been fast-tracked by 10 years? 
 
The Rockhampton Ring Road is a $1 billion major infrastructure project within the Central 
Queensland region that will boost the economy by generating around 780 jobs during both 
construction and operation.  
 
It will also improve road safety and provide strength to the region’s economy by improving 
freight efficiency, flood resilience and job opportunities, as well as strengthening connectivity 
between key employment, leisure, tourism and residential growth areas of Rockhampton and 
the wider region. 
 



When will the Rockhampton Ring Road be built? 
 
The Rockhampton Ring Road project is currently in the business case phase, which is 
expected to be complete late-2020. Review the proposed project timeline on the project 
website. 
 
Will the Rockhampton Ring Road mitigate flooding in the area? 
 
The Rockhampton Ring Road will create a more resilient transport network that connects 
local residential and employment centres during periods of flooding. 
 
The Rockhampton Ring Road project will improve access to the region during flood events 
by providing an alternative route for heavy vehicles and commuters, enhancing overall safety 
and strengthen Rockhampton's flood resilience. 
 
The Rockhampton Ring Road will keep Queensland connected, supporting freight 
movements for resupply to Rockhampton and further north. 
 
What is the Rockhampton Ring Road alignment? 
 
The Rockhampton Ring Road extends from the Capricorn Highway in the south to 
Rockhampton-Yeppoon Road in the north. View the Rockhampton Ring Road map on the 
project website. 
  
Where is the third crossing of the Fitzroy River? 
 
The third crossing of the Fitzroy River crosses from the Pink Lily locality in the south to 
Parkhurst in North Rockhampton.  
 
A third crossing of the Fitzroy River will help ease congestion on the Fitzroy River Bridge and 
Neville Hewitt Bridge with both bridges catering for approximately 33,000 vehicles per day. 
 
Will the Rockhampton Ring Road be two lanes or four lanes? 
 
The Rockhampton Ring Road project is currently in the planning phase which involves 
finalising the road alignment, considering road and bridge design options, completing 
environmental and cultural heritage assessments as well as hydraulic and traffic modelling, 
and undertaking and economic analysis. 
This planning will confirm the number of lanes for the Rockhampton Ring Road. 
 
Finalising the planning phase will see the completion of a business case for the road 
construction project in late-2020. For further information regarding the Rockhampton Ring 
Road schedule, view our timeline on the project website. 
 
Does the Rockhampton Ring Road project relate to the South Rockhampton Flood 
Levee? 
 
The Rockhampton Ring Road project is being delivered by the Department of Transport and 
Main Roads. 
 
The South Rockhampton Flood Levee is being delivered by Rockhampton Regional Council. 
Further information about the South Rockhampton Flood Levee can be found at  
 
https://www.rockhamptonregion.qld.gov.au/CouncilServices/Major-Projects/South-
Rockhampton-Flood-Levee. 
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Community 
How can the community comment on the project? 
 
The Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) is committed to working with the 
Rockhampton community and hearing your views on the Rockhampton Ring Road.  
 
There are a number of ways for you to participate including via our website and community 
drop-in sessions.  
 
The Rockhampton Ring Road website provides a centralised, one-stop shop for up-to-date 
information about the project. It will help visitors gain a visual understanding of how the 
Rockhampton Ring Road will support the surrounding region and provides the community 
with the opportunity to share their thoughts about the project and what is important to them. 
 
TMR will also be conducting a series of community drop-in sessions in early-2020 where the 
concept design for the project will be presented.  
 
Community members will have an opportunity to share their views on the concept design, 
provide further feedback on the project to inform the business case and register to receive 
the latest project news. 
 
To stay informed and receive project updates, register your details via our website at  
www.tmr.qld.gov.au/RockhamptonRingRoad  or contact the project team on (07) 4931 1500. 
 
What will happen to the community input provided as part of the community 
engagement? 
 
The Department of Transport and Main Roads values all community feedback and will use 
information and insights shared to inform the Detailed Business Case; shape the way we 
engage with you; how and when we provide updates; and how we can best involve the 
community throughout the life of the project. 
 
How can I stay up-to-date with future planning for the Rockhampton Ring Road? 
 
To stay informed and receive project updates, register your details via our website at 
www.tmr.qld.gov.au/RockhamptonRingRoad or contact the project team on (07) 4931 1500. 
 
How do I get a job on the project? 
 
This $1 billion major infrastructure project will generate employment opportunities for 
Rockhampton and the wider region. 
 
Approximately 780 direct jobs will be supported over the life of the project. 
The Department of Transport and Main Roads is currently in the planning stage of the project 
and a detailed design will be developed following approval of the Business Case. 
 
Once a detailed design for the project has been confirmed, the Rockhampton Ring Road will 
move towards construction.  
 
To stay informed and receive project updates, register your details via our website at 
www.tmr.qld.gov.au/RockhamptonRingRoad or contact the project team on (07) 4931 1500. 
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Concept funding 
When did planning for the Rockhampton Ring Road start? 
 
The $65 million Rockhampton Ring Road (Plan and Preserve) project was jointly funded by 
the Australian ($52 million) and Queensland ($13 million) Governments in 2017. 
 
In 2018, the Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) provided a gazettal notification 
for the future state-controlled road and future railway land, to impacted landowners. The 
future state-controlled road corridor and future railway land was gazetted in February 2019, 
preserving the land for future transport use. Planning for the Rockhampton Ring Road 
commenced in November 2018. 
 
What stage of planning is the Rockhampton Ring Road up to? 
 
The Rockhampton Ring Road project is currently in the planning phase which involves: 

• finalising the road alignment 
• considering road and bridge design options 
• completing environmental and cultural heritage assessments  
• hydraulic and traffic modelling 
• undertaking and economic analysis. 

Finalising the planning phase will see the completion of a business case for the road 
construction Project in late-2020. For further information regarding the Rockhampton Ring 
Road schedule, view our timeline here www.tmr.qld.gov.au/RockhamptonRingRoad. 
 
How was the Rockhampton Ring Road alignment selected? 
 
The Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) completed the Fitzroy River Floodplain 
and Road Planning Study (2011) (the Study) that investigated long term solutions for Bruce 
Highway and North Coast Rail Line flooding, freight and transport impacts in and around the 
city of Rockhampton. 
 
The purpose of the Study was to assess and make recommendations that would help inform 
the long-term transport infrastructure investment decisions in Central Queensland. 
Specifically, examining ways of reducing congestion within Rockhampton and improving 
accessibility during major flood events. 
 
The Study investigated various alignment options including rural, outer city and inner-city 
options. 
 
The Study identified three options for the road alignment. 

• Western road and rail corridor 
• Eastern road and rail corridor 
• Inner-city Bruce Highway upgrade. 

 
Consultation was undertaken during 2009/10 on the preferred options from the Fitzroy River 
Floodplain and Road Planning Study and based on community feedback, the western road 
and rail alignment was the preferred option. 
 
Will an alternative alignment for the Rockhampton Ring Road be considered? 
 
The future state-controlled road corridor and future railway land was gazetted in February 
2019, preserving the land for future transport use. The project is currently in the plan and 
preserve stage which involves finalising the road alignment. 



 

Project funding 
How is the project being delivered? 
 
Construction of the Rockhampton Ring Road is jointly funded through the Federal ($800 
million) and Queensland ($200 million) Governments in an 80:20 split. 
 
Building Queensland, in partnership with the Department of Transport and Main Roads 
(TMR), is leading the Detailed Business Case (DBC) development for the project, which is 
due for completion in late-2020. 
 
TMR is currently in the planning stage of the project and a detailed design, including the 
proposed alignment, will be developed as an outcome of the DBC. 
 

Environment 
How will the environment be protected? 
 
Protecting the environment forms an important part of planning for all new road and 
infrastructure projects. The Department of Transport and Main Roads is undertaking 
comprehensive investigations including various environmental and cultural heritage surveys 
in the project corridor.  
 
Findings from the field studies will help determine what mitigation strategies are required to 
protect important environmental areas in the vicinity of the corridor. Planning for the 
Rockhampton Ring Road will ensure the project complies with all relevant environmental 
protection and cultural heritage legislation. 
 
How will you protect the Fitzroy River Turtle? 
 
The Department of Transport and Main Roads is committed to a sustainable future for all 
fauna and recognises the significance of the Fitzroy River Turtle population in the 
Rockhampton region. 
 
We will engage with environmental conservation and management specialists to develop 
strategies to facilitate the long-term sustainability of the Fitzroy River Turtle population that 
overlap with the Rockhampton Ring Road corridor. 
 
This will ensure that potential impacts on the Fitzroy River Turtle population within and 
adjacent to the Rockhampton Ring Road alignment are carefully considered and are 
minimised. 
 
Fitzroy River Turtle population conservation strategies for the Rockhampton Ring Road will 
include: 
 

• Undertaking monitoring and research to provide baseline data on the Fitzroy River 
Turtle population. 
 
• Design of best practice fauna movement infrastructure to facilitate the movement of 
the Fitzroy River Turtle population. Working with all levels of government and 
environmental conservation and management specialists to establish potential future 



Fitzroy River Turtle habitat areas. 
 

 
Will Cultural Heritage be protected? 
 
The Department of Transport and Main Roads recognises the significance of different 
cultures and the importance of managing Indigenous, historical, shared and natural heritage. 
 

• Aboriginal heritage – We will work with the Darumbal People to plan and deliver the 
Rockhampton Ring Road, taking into account important cultural considerations for the 
local community. We will comply with Duty of Care provisions under relevant 
legislation to ensure all reasonable and practicable measures to avoid harming 
Aboriginal heritage. 
 

• Historical heritage – We will comply with relevant legislation to the conservation of 
historical cultural heritage by protecting all places and areas entered in the 
Queensland Heritage Register. We will also do everything reasonable and practicable 
to protect unregistered places where warranted. 

 
How will our water supply be protected with the construction of the new bridge over 
the Fitzroy River? 
 
The Department of Transport and Main Roads takes its environmental responsibility very 
seriously and will ensure all required environmental controls are undertaken and in place 
when works commence over the Fitzroy River.  
 
We will work collaboratively with government departments and environmental management 
specialists to ensure Rockhampton’s water supply is secured during construction. 
 

Property 
Have land requirements for the Rockhampton Ring Road been confirmed? 
 
A future State-controlled road corridor and future railway land was gazetted in February 
2019, preserving the land for future transport use. Property owners directly impacted by the 
gazettal of the corridor (where all or part of the property will be needed to construct the future 
Rockhampton Ring Road corridor) were advised prior to gazettal occurring.  
 
Further refinement during the detailed design phase will determine land requirements for the 
future scheme. Discussions with affected property owners will occur during this phase. 
 
Have all land resumptions been complete for the project? 
 
The Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) has acquired a number of properties 
along the gazetted corridor. We will continue to work with the remaining property and 
business owners to secure and preserve the corridor for future transport use. 
 
To find out further information regarding TMR’s policies and procedures regarding land and 
property resumptions, go to our website. 
 
What does declaration / gazettal of a future State-controlled road mean? 
 
The Rockhampton Ring Road is preserved as a future State-controlled road and formally 
confirmed in the Queensland Government Gazette. 
 



Declaration of a future State-controlled road under the Transport Infrastructure Act 1994 
does not change the ownership or tenure of the land. The declaration does however mean 
that development applications assessable under the Planning Act 2016 will be referred to the 
Queensland Government for assessment. 
 
The landowner is still permitted to sell their property. Prospective purchasers will however, 
be notified of a land requirement over the property should they undertake a TMR property 
search. 
 
Can I apply for early acquisition of my property? 
 
In some circumstances, Department of Transport and Main Roads may consider the early 
purchase of an impacted property under the Early Acquisition Policy. 
 
For more information about the early acquisition process, please visit www.tmr.qld.gov.au. 
 
Can I claim compensation if my home or business is close to the Rockhampton Ring 
Road corridor? 
 
The Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) is lawfully authorised to carry out 
roadworks to improve the road network for the benefit of the wider community. 
 
Road network upgrades are necessary to improve the efficiency of transport routes 
throughout the region and therefore will also be of future benefit to both residents and 
business operators in the area. 
 
TMR is mindful of the impacts of roadworks and does everything that can be reasonably 
expected to minimise inconvenience to residents, commuters and adjacent businesses. 
 
TMR only provides compensation to land owners whose land is acquired for road projects. 
 
 


