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1 Purpose 

Under the Waste Reduction and Recycling Act 2011 (WRRA), the Department of Transport and Main 
Roads is required to annually report on the volumes of waste generated, reused, recycled and 
disposed to landfill. The department is expected to contribute to the Queensland government’s waste 
reduction targets and report how we are achieving this. 

The purpose of this guideline is to provide guidance to Contractors, Contract Administrators and 
Environmental Officers about the process for project waste reporting in accordance to contract 
Technical Specifications MRTS51 Environmental Management. 

2 Scope 

2.1 In scope 

Waste generated by departmental Contractors under the following Contracts are in scope: 

• Transport Infrastructure Contracts (TIC)—including, Contract Only, Sole Invitation, Design and 
Construct 

• Minor Infrastructure Contracts (MIC) replace Minor Works Contract (MWC) 

• Minor Works Performance Contracts (MWPC) 

• Road Asset Management Contracts (RAMC) 

• Road Maintenance Performance Contracts (RMPC) 

• Collaborative Project Agreements (CPA) 

Reporting is required for all construction and maintenance contracts regardless of cost or contract 
period. 

2.2 Out of scope 

Out of scope for project waste reporting includes: 

• suppliers’ waste (to avoid double reporting) 

• litter outside of project generated waste 

• septic waste that is connected to sewer 

• emissions 

• naturally occurring radionuclides/asbestos 

• water captured in sediment basins 

3 Actions 

1) The Project Manager or Environmental Officer triggers project waste reporting in Clause 11.2 of 
Annexure MRTS51.1 during the preparation of Contract documentation. This annexure is to 
include the District's Environment team group email address (if available) and/or the email of the 
department’s Environmental Officer for the project. 

2) During the Contract, the Contractor shall record data on waste generated, recycled and disposed 
to land fill in accordance with Annexure MRTS51.1 and the Waste Reporting Register in MRTS51 
Appendix – Form C Contractor's Waste Register. 
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3) Data will be categorised by waste stream and measured by the various waste management 
hierarchy categories, such as waste generated, reuse, recycle, and disposed to landfill. 

4) At practical completion, the Contractor shall email the completed Contractor's Waste Register by 
the date of practical completion to the: 

a) Transport and Main Roads Project Waste Register email inbox 
(ProjectWasteRegister@tmr.qld.gov.au) 

b) District Environment team email address and/or Transport and Main Roads Environment 
Officer email for the project 

c) Contract Administrator for the project 

5) Upon receiving the Contractor's Waste Register, the Contract Administrator shall confirm the 
Contractor’s reporting obligations under Technical Specification MRTS51 Environmental 
Management. 

6) As part of the monthly District Environmental Report, the Environmental Officer shall identify the 
number of Contractor's Waste Registers not submitted from projects that have reached practical 
completion for the month. 

a) Contractors that do not produce a Contractor's Waste Register, as obliged under MRTS51, 
will be flagged in the whole-of-department waste report as nonconforming 

7) Upon receiving the Contractor's Waste Register, the Program Management and Delivery (PMD) 
Environment team will enter the information into the Transport and Main Roads State-wide Project 
Waste Register database. Project waste data will then be collated with the department’s facility 
waste data. 

8) The final waste quantities for the department will be reported to the Department of Environment 
and Science annually by PMD to fulfil Transport and Main Roads’ obligation under the Waste 
Reduction and Recycling Act 2011. 

9) PMD will undertake analysis of the final waste data to identify trend information and learnings in 
order to determine cost effective initiatives for future waste reduction. 
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Figure 3 – Flowchart for submission of Contractor’s Waste Register 

 

4 References 

• MRTS51 Environmental Management, Annexure and Appendix (Form C) 
http://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/business-industry/Technical-standards-
publications/Specifications/3-Roadworks-Drainage-Culverts-and-Geotechnical 

• Waste Reduction and Recycling Plan 
http://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/Community-and-environment/Environmental-
management/Land/Waste-management 

http://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/business-industry/Technical-standards-publications/Specifications/3-Roadworks-Drainage-Culverts-and-Geotechnical
http://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/business-industry/Technical-standards-publications/Specifications/3-Roadworks-Drainage-Culverts-and-Geotechnical
http://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/Community-and-environment/Environmental-management/Land/Waste-management
http://www.tmr.qld.gov.au/Community-and-environment/Environmental-management/Land/Waste-management


 

 

5 Definitions of terms 

Term Definition 

Generated 
Quantity of material or products that enters a waste stream before 
composting, incinerating, landfilling, or recycling. 

Reused 
Quantity of waste material reused before replacing (for example, 
update computer rather than get rid of. Reusing without further 
manufacturing). 

Recycled 
Quantity of waste material that is recovered and used as an input 
or resource product (for example, item or components are put to 
some similar or new purpose). 

Disposed 
Quantity of discarded or discharged material waste that has been 
disposed of at landfill facilities in accordance to prescribed 
legislation. 

 

  



 

 

 

6 Conversion and Bin Size Tables 

Table 1 - Conversion table 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Table 2 - Bin size conversion table 
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