
18 June 2019 
Hot issues brief – Japanese warship collision with wharf   
 

  Contact for further 
information: 

Brisbane Regional 
Harbour Master Glenn 
Hale 
 

    
 

Media response 
The Japanese warship JS Kunisaki collided with the wharf when 
departing the Brisbane Cruise Terminal (Portside) about 8.30 this 
morning. 
There were no reports of injuries. 
The incident did not affect operations at the terminal.   
There is some damage to the wharf 
Maritime Safety Queensland will work with the Royal Australian 
Navy to determine the cause and implement any corrective 
actions if required. 
The Japanese Embassy is addressing media enquiries.   
  
BACKGROUND 

• The JS Kunisaki is an 8900-tonne, 178-metre Ōsumi class amphibious transport dock. 

• The ship’s stern hit the wharf during a swing operation in the Hamilton Reach, Brisbane 
River, resulting in damage to a fixed wharf tender. 

• Maritime Safety Queensland was notified of the incident. 

• At this stage it is believed one fender pile has been damaged. 

• MSQ has not been advised of any damage to the warship which has been relocated to 
Fisherman Island wharf. 

• A preliminary report has been prepared by the Royal Australian Navy Pilot and further 
damage reports are being sought from Brisbane Cruise Terminal. 

• The fender damage did not prevent a US warship berthing at the same facility soon after 
the incident.  

• MSQ will work with the wharf owner to minimise any potential disruption to cruise shipping 
during the permanent repairs. 

• MSQ has no jurisdiction to formally investigate the incident but will work with the RAN to 
determine causal factors and ensure corrective actions are in place. 
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QRSTUVWX YZSRT[YVW\Y]SWV̂

_̀ ^̂STS̀WYaYbcVR]YdVeVfX

gh ij kigl ihmni

oVpVWXTXYbVRTcSpYqorYstuvrwsvqỲWY\XpVR[xRXY]R̀eY[cXYQRSTUVWXY_RxSTXYyXReSWV̂zY\xRSWfY[cXYT{SWfzY[cXYTcSpTYT[XRWY|̀^̂S\X\

{S[cY[cXY{cVR]YT[Rx|[xRXYRXTx̂[SWfYSWY\VeVfXY[̀YVY]S}X\Y{cVR]Y]XW\XR~

QRSTUVWXY_RxSTXYyXReSWV̂Y�V̂T̀Y�Ẁ{WYVTY�̀R[TS\X�zY�VeŜ[̀WY�XV|czYQRSTUVWXY�S�XR~

oVpVWXTXYuV��zY�̀ �V̂YwxT[RV̂SVWYuV��zYQRSTUVWXY_RxSTXYyXReSWV̂zY�VRS[SeXYrV]X[�Y�xXXWT̂VW\~

�VRS[eXYrV]X[�Y�xXXWT̂VW\YcVTYRX|XS�X\YẀ[S]S|V[S̀WỲ]Y[cXYSW|S\XW[YVW\YpRX̂SeSWVR�YRXp̀R[Y]R̀eY[cXY�̀ �V̂YwxT[RV̂SVWYuV��Y�Ŝ̀[

VW\ỲU[VSWSWfY]xR[cXRY\VeVfXYRXp̀R[TY]R̀eY[cXYQRSTUVWXY_RxSTXYyXReSWV̂~

�VRS[SeXYrV]X[�Y�xXXWT̂VW\Y{Ŝ̂Y{̀ R�Y{S[cY[cXY�̀ �V̂YwxT[RV̂SVWYuV��Y[̀Y\X[XReSWXY[cXY|VxTV̂Y]V|[̀RTYVW\YSep̂XeXW[Y[cXYWX|XTTVR�

|̀RRX|[S�XYV|[S̀WT~

_RVSfYbVR[̀W

�XTTX̂YyRV]]S|YrXR�S|XY�pXRV[̀RYQRSTUVWX
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