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MSID RTI Case Report
  

 

Case - MSC1141 - Case Finalised - Closed AM - JT609Q 
'Scarlett O'Hara' & ZE976Q 'Merlin' - collision between 
vessels 

  
Case Reference MSC1141-2019 
DMS Container 230/01100 
Subject of Case JT609Q 'Scarlett O'Hara' & ZE976Q 'Merlin' - collision between vessels 
Operation Name  
TOMSA Yes 
TOMPA No 
National No 
Category 3 
Status Case Finalised - Closed AM 
Region (Lead) Brisbane (South) 
Investigator 
(Lead) 

CHRISTENSEN, Richard J 

Summary of 
Facts 

Details of Vessels and Persons 
• This is an assessment of the reported marine incident where the vessel JT609Q Scarlett 
O’Hara collision with ZE976Q Merlin Gold Coast Broadwater 22 May 2019.  
• JT609Q Scarlett O’Hara is a 1986 built white recreational 9.5 x 2.8m Fibreglass Noelex Full 
Cabin sailing vessel powered by Volvo inboard 18HP/13.4KW. The vessel was appropriately 
registered at the time of the incident.  
• Owner and Master of JT609Q Scarlett O’Hara is DOB:

effery was appropriately licenced at the time with a QLD 
DOT RMDL 
• ZE976Q Merlin is a 2002 built White recreational 19.9 x 5.30m fibreglass Precision 
Flybridge cruiser powered by 2 x 1000HP/745.7 MAN Marine Diesel engines. ZE976Q was 
appropriately registered at the time. 
• Owner and Master of ZE976Q Merlin was DOB

obert was appropriately licenced at the time with a 
QLD DOT RMDL
Incident 
• JT609Q Scarlett O’Hara was partaking in an Aquatic Event Yacht Race managed by the 
Southport Yacht Club (SYC) under an Authority issued by the Gold Coast Waterways Authority 
(GCWA) dated 18 March 2019. The event authority was issued to as the 
representative for the SYC.  
• The race was the SYC Inshore Division Brass Monkey Race on Wednesday 22 May 2019. 
The race area is located adjacent to the Runaway Bay Marina and Sailing Club at Hollywell Gold 
Coast.  
• JT609Q had 4 persons aboard and was manoeuvring for a position to the race start line 
among the other yachts in the race.  
• Close to the sailing race start, ZE976Q Merlin had come into proximity of the large fleet of 
manoeuvring yachts and had stopped in the water. ZE976Q Merlin had stopped to give way as 
required by COLREGS and was assessing the situation on how to proceed through the fast 
manoeuvring yachts. 
• The Merlin as a large vessel, was an obvious vessel and should have been observed by the 
yachts involved if they were maintaining a proper lookout. Additionally, there was a radio call put 
out by the race control of the large vessel in the area.  
• After notifying the race participants by radio of the Merlin being in the area, the race was 
subsequently postponed and announced as well over the race radio. This postponement should 
have stopped the racing activity and cause the sailing vessels masters’ to more closely observe for 
the pending danger.  
• Merlin had been stopped in the water giving way for approximately 20 to 25 seconds when 
Scarlett collided with its starboard side. Merlin’s Master, at seeing the fast approaching yacht 
Scarlett rapidly applied both his engines into full astern to avoid the developing risk of collision.   
• As Scarlett, which was on a port tack, approached a yacht on its bow on a starboard tack 
the person on the helm pushed the tiller towards starboard and then the main sheet person took 
the helm and pushed it all the way across to starboard side. This action, caused Scarlett to swerve 
around the stern of the yacht in front of them sharply. The swerving motion then led Scarlett to 
collide with the Merlin.  
• The described actions were captured on video footage taken from the SYC rescue vessel by 

The video footage was steamed directly to Facebook and was publicly available. The 
copy used for viewing and assessment by MO Christensen was provided by
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MSQ Officer/s  
MSQ Contact 
No. 

 

QPS Attended No 
QPS Officer/s  
QPS Contact No.  
QAS Attended No 
QAS Officer/s  
QAS Contact No.  
QBFP Attended No 
QBFP Officer/s  
QBFP Contact 
No. 

 

Other Agencies No 
Other Agency 
Officers 

 

Other Agency 
Contact/s 

 

Case Assigned 24/05/2019 
Case Accepted 31/05/2019 
Expected Days 
to Complete 

182 

Completion Due 
Date 

22/11/2019 

Case Complete 7/08/2019 
Case Checked 
(AM) 

7/08/2019 

Case Closed - 
Prosecution 

 

Case Closed - 
Admin Action 

 

Case Closed - 
AMSA 

 

Case Closed - 
Coroner 

 

Case Closed 
(CU) 

 

Case Closed - 
Finalised (AM) 

7/08/2019 

Case Closed - 
Finalised (CU) 

 

Review Action 
Required 

No 

Review Action 
Completed 

No 

Conclusion • A letter outlining the requirement of maintaining a proper control of an operating vessel 
should be sent to the Master of JT609Q Scarlett O’Hara also informing of NFA by MSQ. 
• A letter of No Further Action be sent to the owner of Merlin. 
• A letter be raised to the GCWA Authority to inform them of identified issues/breaches with 
the Aquatic Event Authority issued to the SYC for the Inshore events 18 March to 17 June 2019. 
• The incident be closed of locally.  
• No other further action be taken by MSQ GC on the matter. 

Finalised - NFA Yes 
Finalised - 
Education 

Yes 

Finalised - 
Formal Warning 

No 

Finalised - 
Infringement 

No 

Finalised - 
Prosecution 

No 

Finalised - 
Administrative 

No 

Total Hour of 
Effort 

11.91 

Notes  
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Refer for CU 
Action 

No 

  
 

  

 

Role Involved Ship 

 Ship Unit 01 
 Ship Damage/Loss Moderate Damage 
 Ship Registration Type Recreational 
 Details  
 Notes  
 Ship Type Sail Boat 
 Ship Name SCARLETT O'HARA 
 Ship Registration JT609Q 
 Former Names  
 Previous Registration  
 Make/Model Noelex Full cabin Scarlett O'Hara 
 Length (m) 9.5 
 Beam (m) 2.8 
 Year Built 1986 
 Hull Material Fibreglass/GRP 
 Primary Colour White 
 Power Description Volvo - 2002 
 Number of Engines 1 
 Engine Type Inboard Petrol 
 Total Kilowatt Power 13.4 
 Total Horse Power 18 
 Identification Number (HIN/SIN) 1596 
 Notes TICA check 

  

 

Role Involved Ship 

 Ship Unit 02 
 Ship Damage/Loss Minor Damage 
 Ship Registration Type Recreational 
 Details  
 Notes  
 Ship Type Motor Boat 
 Ship Name MERLIN 
 Ship Registration ZE976Q 
 Former Names  
 Previous Registration  
 Make/Model Precision Flybridge Sports Half Cabin Merlin 
 Length (m) 19.8 
 Beam (m) 5.3 
 Year Built 2002 
 Hull Material Fibreglass/GRP 
 Primary Colour White 
 Power Description Man - 49585245 & 49585246 
 Number of Engines 2 
 Engine Type Inboard Diesel 
 Total Kilowatt Power 1471 
 Total Horse Power 2000 
 Identification Number (HIN/SIN) AUWWA109262B52 
 Notes TICA check 

  
 

  

 

Role Owner / Master 

 Ship Unit 01 
 Injury Status  
 Details  
 Notes  
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 Customer Reference No.
 Family Name 
 First Name 
 Middle Names 
 Gender Male 
 Date of Birth 
 Place of Birth 
 Nationality 
 ATSI  
 Also Known As  
 ABN  
 Photograph  
 Full Name 
 Email 
 Business Phone  
 Mobile Phone 
 Other Phone  
 Home Phone  
 Notes TICA check 

  

 

Role Owner / Master 

 Ship Unit 02 
 Injury Status  
 Details  
 Notes  
 Customer Reference No.
 Family Name 
 First Name 
 Middle Names 
 Gender 
 Date of Birth 
 Place of Birth 
 Nationality 
 ATSI  
 Also Known As  
 ABN  
 Photograph  
 Full Name 
 Email 

 Business Phone  
 Mobile Phone 
 Other Phone  
 Home Phone  
 Notes TICA check 

  
 

  

 

Notes  

 Type Data Entry 
 Task Title  
 Status Task Complete 
 Task / Entry Date 24/05/2019 
 Task / Entry Time 12:14 
 Assigned / Recorder BENSON, Dana Y 
 Region Brisbane - GC 
 Hours of Effort 1.5 
 Due Date  
 Days to Due Date  
 Status Indices 1 
 Task Description 

(Running Sheet) 
Initial data entry of Marine Incident Reports x 2 - scan documents, create/DMS 
to file, provide TICA confirmation, create/send correspondence 

 Completed Date  
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 Notes  
  

 

Notes Informed on Marien Incident Report that e held video of 
incidnet and collision 

 Type Enquiry 
 Task Title Telephone call to re access to video on incident 
 Status Task Complete 
 Task / Entry Date 31/05/2019 
 Task / Entry Time 09:00 
 Assigned / Recorder CHRISTENSEN, Richard J 
 Region Brisbane - GC 
 Hours of Effort 0.08 
 Due Date 31/05/2019 
 Days to Due Date 154 
 Status Indices 1 
 Task Description (Running 

Sheet) 
Telephone call to re access to video on incident that he holds. 

 Completed Date 31/05/2019 
 Notes  

  

 

Notes Emailed e access to video on incident informed that he held 
from collision with another vessel 

 Type Other 
 Task Title Emailed re access to video on incident 
 Status Task Complete 
 Task / Entry Date 31/05/2019 
 Task / Entry Time 09:15 
 Assigned / Recorder CHRISTENSEN, Richard J 
 Region Brisbane - GC 
 Hours of Effort  
 Due Date  
 Days to Due Date  
 Status Indices 1 
 Task Description 

(Running Sheet) 
Emaile re access to video on incident 

 Completed Date  
 Notes  

  

 

Notes  

 Type Evidence Management 
 Task Title Record reciept and review of Video Evidence provided by on 

collision 22 May 19 between vessels 
 Status Task Complete 
 Task / Entry Date 31/05/2019 
 Task / Entry Time 10:30 
 Assigned / Recorder CHRISTENSEN, Richard J 
 Region Brisbane - GC 
 Hours of Effort 0.5 
 Due Date 31/05/2019 
 Days to Due Date 154 
 Status Indices 1 
 Task Description 

(Running Sheet) 
Record reciept and review of Video Evidence provided b on 
collision 22 May 19 between vessels 

 Completed Date 31/05/2019 
 Notes Record reciept and review of Video Evidence provided b on 

collision 22 May 19 between vessels. 
  

 

Notes  

 Type Enquiry 
 Task Title Telephone call to o verify changed address 
 Status Task Complete 
 Task / Entry Date 31/05/2019 
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 Task / Entry Time 12:58 
 Assigned / Recorder CHRISTENSEN, Richard J 
 Region Brisbane - GC 
 Hours of Effort 0.08 
 Due Date 31/05/2019 
 Days to Due Date 154 
 Status Indices 1 
 Task Description (Running Sheet) Telephone call to o verify changed address 
 Completed Date 31/05/2019 
 Notes  

  

 

Notes  

 Type Report Preparation 
 Task Title Compile Report Incident Summary MSQ24081-2019 
 Status Task Complete 
 Task / Entry Date 31/05/2019 
 Task / Entry Time 15:24 
 Assigned / Recorder CHRISTENSEN, Richard J 
 Region Brisbane - GC 
 Hours of Effort 3.5 
 Due Date 31/05/2019 
 Days to Due Date 154 
 Status Indices 1 
 Task Description (Running Sheet) Compile Report Incident Summary MSQ24081-2019 
 Completed Date 4/07/2019 
 Notes  

  

 

Notes  

 Type Other 
 Task Title Return call to message left from 
 Status Task Complete 
 Task / Entry Date 3/06/2019 
 Task / Entry Time 12:15 
 Assigned / Recorder CHRISTENSEN, Richard J 
 Region Brisbane - GC 
 Hours of Effort 0.08 
 Due Date 3/06/2019 
 Days to Due Date 151 
 Status Indices 1 
 Task Description 

(Running Sheet) 
Returned telephone call from message left by a.m. Mon 3 Jun 
19. 

wanted to know outcome from video he supplied on the incident.  
was informed the matter was still being reviewed and MO could not 

comment at this time.  
was informed when the matter had been completed, he would receive 

further correspondence from MSQ. 
 Completed Date 3/06/2019 
 Notes  

  

 

Notes  

 Type Other 
 Task Title 
 Status Task Complete 
 Task / Entry Date 7/06/2019 
 Task / Entry Time 08:27 
 Assigned / Recorder CHRISTENSEN, Richard J 
 Region Brisbane - GC 
 Hours of Effort 0.67 
 Due Date 7/06/2019 
 Days to Due Date 147 
 Status Indices 1 
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 Task Description (Running 
Sheet) 

Compose letter to owner/master Scarlett O'Hara on 
investigation outcome 

 Completed Date 4/07/2019 
 Notes  

  

 

Notes  

 Type Other 
 Task Title Letter to
 Status Task Complete 
 Task / Entry Date 7/06/2019 
 Task / Entry Time 08:28 
 Assigned / Recorder CHRISTENSEN, Richard J 
 Region Brisbane - GC 
 Hours of Effort 0.5 
 Due Date 7/06/2019 
 Days to Due Date 147 
 Status Indices 1 
 Task Description (Running 

Sheet) 
Compose letter to owner/master Merlin on investigation 
outcome 

 Completed Date 4/07/2019 
 Notes  

  

 

Notes  

 Type Statement Preparation 
 Task Title Statement -
 Status Task Complete 
 Task / Entry Date 1/07/2019 
 Task / Entry Time 10:51 
 Assigned / 

Recorder 
CHRISTENSEN, Richard J 

 Region Brisbane - GC 
 Hours of Effort  
 Due Date 12/07/2019 
 Days to Due Date 112 
 Status Indices 1 
 Task Description 

(Running Sheet) 
Obtain Statement from who provided footage to MSQ.  Statement 
needs to identify time, date, place where footage was recorded from.  Statement 
will ensure admissibility of footage. 

 Completed Date 4/09/2019 
 Notes  

  

 

Notes  

 Type Statement Preparation 
 Task Title Statement -
 Status Task Complete 
 Task / Entry Date 1/07/2019 
 Task / Entry Time 12:30 
 Assigned / 

Recorder 
CHRISTENSEN, Richard J 

 Region Brisbane - GC 
 Hours of Effort 2.5 
 Due Date 12/07/2019 
 Days to Due Date 112 
 Status Indices 1 
 Task Description 

(Running Sheet) 
Obtain Statement from wner/master of vessel Merlin) to obtain 
version of events including evasive action taken. 

 Completed Date 1/07/2019 
 Notes A recorded conversation was undertaken on the telephone with in 

regard to the collision 22 May 2019. An audio recording has been done and 
recorded in DMS and a MO File Note on the recording has also been completed and 
DMS'ed. 
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Notes  

 Type Conduct Interview 
 Task Title Conduct Interview with (Master of vessel Merlin) 
 Status Task Complete 
 Task / Entry Date 1/07/2019 
 Task / Entry Time 10:58 
 Assigned / Recorder CHRISTENSEN, Richard J 
 Region Brisbane - GC 
 Hours of Effort  
 Due Date 12/07/2019 
 Days to Due Date 112 
 Status Indices 1 
 Task Description (Running 

Sheet) 
Conduct Interview with Master of vessel Merlin) to 
obtain version of events. 

 Completed Date 4/09/2019 
 Notes  

  

 

Notes  

 Type Enquiry 
 Task Title Conducted Recorded Telephone conversation with re incident 

22 May 2019 to obtain his version of events. 
 Status Task Complete 
 Task / Entry Date 1/07/2019 
 Task / Entry Time 12:00 
 Assigned / Recorder CHRISTENSEN, Richard J 
 Region Brisbane - GC 
 Hours of Effort 1.5 
 Due Date 1/07/2019 
 Days to Due Date 123 
 Status Indices 1 
 Task Description 

(Running Sheet) 
Conducted Recorded Telephone conversation with e incident 
22 May 2019 to obtain his version of events.  
Conversation was recorded as was located at his residence in 
Melbourne and unable to attend at this time to provide a statement on the 
incident. 

 Completed Date 1/07/2019 
 Notes  

  

 

Notes  

 Type Other 
 Task Title Telephone calls to Southport Yacht Club (SYC) and the Sailing 

Operations Manager for SYC to make contact to
 Status Task Complete 
 Task / Entry Date 1/07/2019 
 Task / Entry Time 09:30 
 Assigned / 

Recorder 
CHRISTENSEN, Richard J 

 Region Brisbane - GC 
 Hours of Effort 0.17 
 Due Date 1/07/2019 
 Days to Due Date 123 
 Status Indices 1 
 Task Description 

(Running Sheet) 
Telephone calls to Southport Yacht Club (SYC) and then Sailing 
Operations Manager for SYC to make contact to who had 
provided video recording of collision between JT609Q and ZE976Q on 22 May 2019 

 Completed Date 1/07/2019 
 Notes  

  

 

Notes  

 Type Other 
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 Task Title Recommendation to Southport Yacht Club 
 Status Task Complete 
 Task / Entry 

Date 
1/07/2019 

 Task / Entry 
Time 

14:04 

 Assigned / 
Recorder 

CHRISTENSEN, Richard J 

 Region Brisbane - GC 
 Hours of Effort 0.08 
 Due Date 12/07/2019 
 Days to Due 

Date 
112 

 Status Indices 1 
 Task Description 

(Running Sheet) 
Recommendation to Southport Yacht Club to ensure Race Officials delay start of 
racing events where obstruction to start of race is evident. 

 Completed Date 1/07/2019 
 Notes This task is advised not to be proceeded as the SYC was operating an event under an 

Authority issued by the GCWA. MO has written letter to GCWA to investigate 
conditions of their Authority that may have been breached. To contact SYC at this 
time on the matter may conflict with any action taken by GCWA. 

  

 

Notes  

 Type Other 
 Task Title File note on recording of conversation wit july 2019 
 Status Task Complete 
 Task / Entry Date 1/07/2019 
 Task / Entry Time 14:30 
 Assigned / Recorder CHRISTENSEN, Richard J 
 Region Brisbane - GC 
 Hours of Effort 0.5 
 Due Date 1/07/2019 
 Days to Due Date 123 
 Status Indices 1 
 Task Description (Running Sheet) File note on recording of conversation with 1 july 2019 
 Completed Date 1/07/2019 
 Notes  

  

 

Notes  

 Type Other 
 Task Title Returned Telephone call to re outcome of investigation 
 Status Task Complete 
 Task / Entry Date 6/08/2019 
 Task / Entry Time 16:15 
 Assigned / Recorder CHRISTENSEN, Richard J 
 Region Brisbane - GC 
 Hours of Effort 0.25 
 Due Date 6/08/2019 
 Days to Due Date 87 
 Status Indices 1 
 Task Description 

(Running Sheet) 
Returned Telephone call to re outcome of investigation to discuss 
outcomes and findings after he responded with queries on 12 july 2019. 

 Completed Date 6/08/2019 
 Notes  

  
 

  

 

Type Case Trigger 

 Details  
 Notes  
 Marine Incident No. MSQ24081-2019 
 Incident Type Marine Incident 
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 Date 22/05/2019 
 Time 16:30:00:ttt 
 Caseman ID  
 Incident Report Details JT609Q 'Scarlett O'Hara & ZE976Q 'Merlin' - collision between 

vessels - Broadwater between Crab Island & Runaway Bay Marina - 
22 May 2019 

 Water Type Smooth 
 Coordinates  
 Latitude -27.9013 
 Longitude 153.4071 
 Location Name Broadwater between Crab Island & Runaway Bay Marina 
 Region Brisbane (South) 
 Weather Conditions Clear 
 Visibility Conditions Good 
 Water Conditions Calm 
 Swell Height (m)  
 Wind Speed Moderate (7 - 15 kts) 
 Wind Direction  
 Type of Marine Incident Collision between ships 
 Incident Consequence Moderate damage to ship 
 Public Interest Public interest unlikely 
 Highest Ship Class Recreational 
 Compliance Weighting 0 
 Weighting Reason  
 Original Rating Score 13 
 Final Rating Score 13 
 Category 3 
 Fatalities (No.) 0 
 Injuries - Serious (No.) 0 
 Injuries - Minor (No.) 0 
 Minor Damage (Ships) 1 
 Moderate Damage (Ships) 1 
 Major Damage (Ships) 0 
 Lost Ships 0 
 Pollution Category  
 Pollution Source  
 Pollutant  
 Pollution - Extent (Length)  
 Pollution - Extent (Width)  
 Pollution - Extent (Area)  
 Pollution - Extent (Volume)  
 Pollution - Discharge Been 

Stopped? 
No 

 Pollution - Photos Taken No 
 Pollution - Video Taken No 
 Pollution - Samples Taken No 
 Pollutions - Samples Taken By  
 Pollution - Statutory Authority MSQ 
 Pollution - Combat Authority MSQ 
 Pollution - Response Brief  
 Notes 230/01100 
 (H-N1) Failure to comply with 

ColRegs 
Yes 

 (H-N2) Insufficient voyage 
planning 

No 

 (H-N3) Excessive Speed No 
 (H-N4) Navigation Error - Other Yes 
 (H-P5) Inadequate training No 
 (H-P6) Inappropriate instructions 

to crew 
No 

 (H-P7) Communications Failure No 
 (H-P8) SMS Failure No 
 (H-O9) Inattention Yes 
 (H-O10) Inexperience/lack of 

knowledge 
No 
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 (H-O11) Bridge Watch keeping 
failure 

No 

 (H-O12) Insufficient crew 
numbers 

No 

 (H-O13) Mooring Failure No 
 (H-O14) Insufficient maintenance No 
 (H-O15) Overloading No 
 (H-O16) Operational error - other Yes 
 (M-V1) Bridge or Navigation 

Failure 
No 

 (M-V2) Electrical system failure No 
 (M-V4) Propulsion system failure No 
 (M-V5) Hull Breach No 
 (M-V6) Equipment failure - other No 
 (M-V7) Fuel or gas leak No 
 (M-DC8) Inadequate stability - 

shifting cargo 
No 

 (M-D9) Inappropriate 
hull/equipment - Construction 

No 

 (M-DC10) Inappropriate 
hull/equipment - design 

No 

 (M-DC11) Vessel construction 
failure - other 

No 

 (M-SS12) Shore structure design No 
 (M-SS13) Shore structure 

maintenance 
No 

 (M-SS14) Gangway/Boarding 
Ladders 

No 

 (E-H15) Floating or Submerged 
object 

No 

 (E-H17) Hazardous waters - 
uncharted hazards 

No 

 (E-H16) Wash of passing vessel No 
 (E-H18) Hazard - other No 
 (CF1) Insufficient safety 

equipment 
No 

 (CF2) Tidal conditions No 
 (CF3) Bar conditions No 
 (CF4) Hazardous season 

(cyclones etc) 
No 

 (CF5) Hazardous waters - 
obstructions 

No 

 (CF6) Poor Visability No 
 (CF7) Sea state No 
 (CF8) Wind No 
 (CF9) Heavy traffic area Yes 
 (CF10) Medical condition No 
 (CF-11) Alcohol / Drugs No 
 (CF12) Fatigue No 
 (CF13) Failure to wear lifejackets No 
 (CF14) Failure to wear engine kill 

lanyard 
No 

 MR-T Value 7 
 MR-C Value 6 
 MR-PI Value 0 
 Days Since (Incident) 162.6 

  
 

  

 

Role Subject Of 

 Details  
 Notes  
 Document Type Marine Incident Report 
 Document Title MSQ24081-2019 MSQ MIR from
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 DMS Item No. P60037 
 Other Reference 230/01100 
 Publish Date 23/05/2019 
 Details  
 Embedded (Picture)  
 Hyperlink  
 Document Text  
 Source Reliability Not Evaluated 
 Information Truth Not Evaluated 
 Notes  

  

 

Role Subject Of 

 Details  
 Notes  
 Document Type Marine Incident Report 
 Document Title MSQ24081-2019 MSQ MIR from 
 DMS Item No. P60038 
 Other Reference 230/01100 
 Publish Date 23/05/2019 
 Details  
 Embedded (Picture)  
 Hyperlink  
 Document Text  
 Source Reliability Not Evaluated 
 Information Truth Not Evaluated 
 Notes  

  

 

Role Outcome of 

 Details Email to re acquisition of video footage he holds on a marine incident 
matter 22 May 2019 Broadwater 

 Notes  
 Document 

Type 
Other 

 Document 
Title 

Request for Incident Video - MSQ24081-2019 

 DMS Item No. E60101 
 Other 

Reference 
230/01100 

 Publish Date 31/05/2019 
 Details Email to obtain incident video held by
 Embedded 

(Picture) 
 

 Hyperlink  
 Document

Text 
As discussed I am a Marine Officer with Maritime Safety Qld Gold Coast and would like 
be provided a copy of the video you hold on the incident you were involved in at the 
Gold Coast 22 May 2019. 
 
If it can be emailed to me, it would be appreciated. Your reference is MSQ24081-2019. 

 Source 
Reliability 

A - Reliable Source 

 Information 
Truth 

1 - Confirmed 

 Notes Email from MO Christensen re MSQ24081 evidence 
  

 

Role  

 Details GCWA Aquatic Event Authority Inshore Division_18-03-19 to 18-06-19 
 Notes  
 Document Type Other 
 Document Title GCWA Aquatic Event Authority Inshore Division_18-03-19 to 18-06-19 
 DMS Item No. P 60105 
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 Other Reference 230/01100 
 Publish Date 31/05/2019 
 Details GCWA Aquatic Event Authority Inshore Division_18-03-19 to 18-06-19 outlines events 

for aquatic event held by Southport Yacht Club 
 Embedded 

(Picture) 
 

 Hyperlink  
 Document Text GCWA Aquatic Event Authority Inshore Division_18-03-19 to 18-06-19 outlines events 

for aquatic event held by Southport Yacht Club 
 Source 

Reliability 
A - Reliable Source 

 Information 
Truth 

1 - Confirmed 

 Notes From GCWA events manager 
  

 

Role Mentioned In 

 Details Aquatic Authority - SYC - Inshore Division - 18.3.19 - 17.6.19 
 Notes  
 Document Type Other 
 Document Title Aquatic Authority - SYC - Inshore Division - 18.3.19 - 17.6.19 
 DMS Item No. P60110 
 Other Reference 230/01100 
 Publish Date 31/05/2019 
 Details Aquatic Authority - SYC - Inshore Division - 18.3.19 - 17.6.19 
 Embedded 

(Picture) 
 

 Hyperlink  
 Document Text Aquatic Authority - SYC - Inshore Division - 18.3.19 - 17.6.19 outlining conditions to 

hold yachting events in the Gold Coast Broadwater 
 Source 

Reliability 
A - Reliable Source 

 Information 
Truth 

1 - Confirmed 

 Notes Document from GCWA events manager 
  

 

Role Subject Of 

 Details File note on recording of conversation wit the owner and master of Merlin 
on the collision 22 may 2019 in the Broadwater Gold Coast 

 Notes  
 Document 

Type 
Other 

 Document 
Title 

Recording of Conversation between MO Christensen and 1 July 2019 

 DMS Item 
No. 

P60400 

 Other 
Reference 

230/01100 

 Publish Date 1/07/2019 
 Details Recording of Conversation between MO Christensen and July 2019 
 Embedded 

(Picture) 
 

 Hyperlink  
 Document 

Text 
File number 230/01100 
 
Subject Recording of Conversation between MO Christensen and 1 July 
2019 
 
Author Marine Officer Richard Christensen 
  
Date 1 July 2019 
  
• Today, Monday 1 July 2019 I Richard John CHRISTENSEN, a Marine Officer #T329 
of Maritime Safety Queensland while investigating a collision between ships on the Gold 
Coast 22 May 2019, recorded a telephone conversation with
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• The vessel JT609Q Scarlett O’Hara and ZE976Q Merlin collided in proximity to 
Runaway Bay Marina on the Broadwater Gold Coast 22 May 2019.  
• Owner and Master of ZE976Q Merlin was DOB

was 
appropriately licenced at the time with a QLD DOT RMDL
• The conversation was recorded by MO Christensen at the MSQ Gold Coasty 
office with knowledge and acknowledgement of who was in 

• The conversation addressed an outline from on the events that took 
place leading up to  and during the collision.  
• Information provided by during the conversation described his mariner 
experience, knowledge of vessels and the collision events. 
• informs he was on a transit back to the marina where his vessel is 
normally berthed and had been blocked off by a flotilla of sailing vessels.  
• He explained how he attempted to give way to the sailing vessels and then how 
he had to take action necessary to avoid a collision.  
• The collision did occur and caused damage to his vessel.  
• There are 2 x recordings captured. Recording 1 was the preamble to the 
conversation, which was then postponed as had to call back. 
• Recording 2 is the conversation and responses from about the incident. 
• Both recordings were captured as E60395 – SQS on the TMR data base. 
• The information provided in the conversation substantiates the information also 
provided by n the Marine Incident Report he provided on the incident. 

 Source 
Reliability 

A - Reliable Source 

 Information 
Truth 

1 - Confirmed 

 Notes MO Notes on Recording 
  

 

Role Outcome of 

 Details MSQ24081 - letter Owner Scarlett O'Hara 
 Notes  
 Document 

Type 
Other 

 Document 
Title 

MSQ24081 - letter Owner Scarlett O'Hara 

 DMS Item 
No. 

P60450 

 Other 
Reference 

230/01100 

 Publish Date 4/07/2019 
 Details MSQ24081 - letter Owner Scarlett O'Hara 
 Embedded 

(Picture) 
 

 Hyperlink  
 Document 

Text 
4 July 2019 

Dea

I am writing to you about the reported marine incident that occurred at the Gold Coast 
Broadwater on 22 May 2019, involving the 9.5 metre sailing vessel JT609Q Scarlett 
O’Hara. You were identified as the owner and master at the time of the incident.  
 
Maritime Safety Queensland (MSQ) is the government authority responsible for 
investigating marine safety incidents. A Shipping Inspector attached to MSQ has 
reviewed the information provided in regard to the marine incident and has determined 
no further action is intended to be taken by MSQ.  
 
I have considered the evidence available and the incident was assessed to have occurred 
as a result of a series of actions taken by the master and crew of Scarlett O’Hara JT609Q, 
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prior to the commencement of a yacht race at Hollywell, managed by the Southport 
Yacht Club.  
 
In considering the evidence during the determination; 
 
• The Power Driven Vessel (PDV) in which JT609Q collided with was not restricted 
to navigate in the area at the time of the event.  
• The PDV did appropriately comply with collision regulations as required.  
• Prior to the collision there was ample time and separation for JT609Q to have 
observed the PDV in the area among the other yachts. 
• JT609Q was under sail prior to and at the time of the incident. 
• JT609Q was conducting high risk manoeuvres in close proximity to other sailing 
vessels and the PDV, leading to the collision.  
• A postponement had been called on the radio by the race organisers prior to 
the collision due to the PDV being in proximity. 
• It was also observed, the initial helmsman of JT609Q commenced a manoeuvre 
around a yacht in which it had to give way, when the mainsheet person then took the 
tiller causing the vessel to veer and collide with the PDV.  
Should you require any further information, please contact Rick Christensen, Marine 
Officer, Maritime Safety Queensland (Gold Coast) on 5585 1810. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Rick Christensen 
Marine Officer (Gold Coast) 

 Source 
Reliability 

A - Reliable Source 

 Information 
Truth 

1 - Confirmed 

 Notes MO leeter to
  

 

Role Outcome of 

 Details MSQ24081 - letter NFA Owner Merlin 
 Notes  
 Document 

Type 
Other 

 Document 
Title 

MSQ24081 - letter NFA Owner Merlin 

 DMS Item 
No. 

P60449 

 Other 
Reference 

230/01100 

 Publish Date 4/07/2019 
 Details MSQ24081 - letter NFA Owner Merlin 
 Embedded 

(Picture) 
 

 Hyperlink  
 Document

Text 

Dear 

I am writing to you about the reported marine incident that occurred at the Gold Coast 
Broadwater on 22 May 2019, involving the 19.9 metre vessel ZE976Q Merlin. You were 
identified as the owner at the time of the incident.  
 
Maritime Safety Queensland (MSQ) is the government authority responsible for 
investigating marine safety incidents. A Shipping Inspector attached to MSQ has 
reviewed the information provided in regard to the marine incident and has determined 
no further action is intended to be taken by MSQ.  
 
In considering the evidence available, the incident was assessed to have occurred as a 
result of a series of actions taken by the master and crew of the sailing vessel involved in 
the collision.  
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Should you require any further information, please contact Rick Christensen, Marine 
Officer, Maritime Safety Queensland (Gold Coast) on 5585 1810. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Rick Christensen 
Marine Officer (Gold Coast) 

 Source 
Reliability 

A - Reliable Source 

 Information 
Truth 

1 - Confirmed 

 Notes MO Christensen letter to owner of MV Merlin 
  

 

Role Outcome of 

 Details MSQ24081 - letter GCWA Events Manager 
 Notes  
 Document Type Other 
 Document Title MSQ24081 - letter GCWA Events Manager 
 DMS Item No. P60451 
 Other Reference 230/01100 
 Publish Date 4/07/2019 
 Details MSQ24081 - letter GCWA Events Manager 
 Embedded (Picture)  
 Hyperlink  
 Document Text  
 Source Reliability A - Reliable Source 
 Information Truth 1 - Confirmed 
 Notes MO Christensen letter to GCWA 
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