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Purpose
This BoatSafe Information Bulletin (BIB) outlines the requirement for BoatSafe authority holders to use private pontoons and council pontoons for training and assessment of Boatsafe students. 
Requirements
Situation 
BoatSafe Training Providers (BTP) are required to train and assess students in the competency of berthing and unberthing. To deliver this training and make an assessment of the student’s competence, a suitable berth, pontoon or simulation must be used, providing the student with a realistic training and assessment experience. 
Requirement
Private - BoatSafe Training Organisations (BTO) and their BTPs must have written permission from the current owner of the private pontoon to use the private pontoon in connection with their commercial activities. The BTO must have a record of this agreement and when multiple BTPs are in operation must keep a register to record each BTPs location and the agreement document. 
Using a berth or pontoon from a commercial operator such as a marina for the purpose of this bulletin, this is treated as a private pontoon.  
Council - Where a BTP uses a council managed pontoon or facility, the requirement currently is that you have notified the council of your intention to use the facility and hold the appropriate permit/approval issued by the council responsible. 
Compliance 
The use of a private pontoon for the delivery of BoatSafe may only be permitted where the BTO/BTP has permission in writing from the current pontoon owner. 
The approval must have the owners full contact details, the address of the pontoon/berth and when the term the agreement is valid for. All agreements require an expiry date to ensure that details of the owner and the operators remain valid. No more than 3 years per agreement.  
Time frame	
BoatSafe Training Organisations (BTOs) and BoatSafe Training Providers (BTPs) have until 28 October 2025 to ensure their agreements are part of their operational records. 
All new authority applications must provide evidence of the agreement where they are intending to operator from a private or council pontoon.
BTOs and BTPs identified as being noncompliant with this BIB may have administrative action taken that may result in the suspension or cancellation of their authority. This may be considered as a critical or major noncompliance in line with the Boatsafe compliance policy.    
How to provide evidence?
On request you may be asked to provide evidence of the agreement. An email copy of the agreement can be sent to the BoatSafe team's email address when requested boatsafe@msq.qld.gov.au .

Further Information
For further information contact the BoatSafe Team – boatsafe@msq.qld.gov.au 
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