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Maritime Safety Queensland

BoatSafe Information Bulletin - 024
Lifejacket regulation changes
Purpose
This BoatSafe Information Bulletin (BIB) advises that requirement for the wearing of lifejackets in Queensland has changed and for the wearing of lifejackets on a BoatSafe vessel training and assessment is also changing. 
Requirements
Situation 
From 1 December 2024, new lifejacket regulations will take effect, these changes support the reduction of risk to boaters when operating in higher risk situations such as for when boating with children, when crossing coastal bars and when boating at night and boating alone. 
Requirement
BoatSafe trainers are required to update their training and assessment to include the new lifejacket requirements that commence 1 December 2024. 
As previously consulted with BoatSafe trainers, the requirement for all students and trainers to wear lifejackets in open vessels or when in the open area of the vessel, for the BoatSafe practical training and assessment is also now required. It is expected that the lifejackets worn are suitable for BoatSafe training and assessment.
This is an opportunity also to demonstrate to students that lifejackets come in many styles and can be worn comfortably for extended periods of time. BTPs will engage with students on pre-wear checks and donning practices. 
Required Action
BTOs must review and update their current lesson plans and training delivery to reflect the changes in the lifejacket legislation by 1 December 2024. 
BTOs must ensure that their BTPs are fully aware of the changes and implement the changes included in your lesson plans. (Lesson plan amendments for this change do not need to be resubmitted for approval by the BoatSafe team, this will be reviewed in your application process or at audit).
BTOs must implement the new Common Assessment Tools to ensure the theoretical assessment of students aligns with the new legislative requirements and includes the navigation questions.
BTOs must ensure that their BTPs have the required lifejackets available for the students and themselves. The lifejackets must be serviced, in good condition and be compliant for the waters that the training and assessment is conducted in. While you must comply with the compulsory lifejacket requirements taking effect 1 December 2024, the requirement for students and trainers to wear lifejackets in open vessels or when in the open area of the vessel during BoatSafe practical training and assessment is to be implemented by 31 January 2025.
BTO/BTPs identified to not be complying with the requirements of BoatSafe Information Bulletin 024 by the required dates may be subject to action against their BoatSafe authority. 
Further Information
For further information contact the BoatSafe Team – boatsafe@msq.qld.gov.au 
	BoatSafe Information Bulletin - 024 – Lifejacket regulation changes
	- 2 -



image1.png
Department of Transport and Main Roads

Q
Government




