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1 Introduction 

This document outlines the Department of Transport and Main Roads process for assessing and 
registering products used for Coloured Surface Treatments (CST) and High Friction Surface 
Treatments (HFST) on infrastructure projects. 

This document is maintained by Pavements, Research and Innovation Unit of Engineering and 
Technology Branch of the Department and Transport and Main Roads. Enquiries about this document 
should be directed to TMRRoadSurfacings@tmr.qld.gov.au. 

2 Types of surface treatments 

2.1 Coloured surface treatments 

CST are used to delineate different parts of the road surface using a coloured binder and fine, 
uniformly graded aggregate. 

CST are typically used in the following applications: 

a) Cycleways / bike lanes 
b) bus lanes 
c) threshold treatments for school zones 
d) threshold treatments for wildlife conservations areas, and 
e) township entry treatments. 

2.2 High friction surface treatments 

HFST provide a highly skid resistant surface for road users. HFST is commonly used at signalised 
intersections and tight curves. Due to their high cost, use of this treatment is typically limited to critical 
locations on the road network. 

3 Overview of Registration System 

The Department of Transport and Main Roads uses the Australian Road Research Board (ARRB) 
Transport Infrastructure Product Evaluation Scheme (TIPES) Certified process as the method of 
assessing the suitability of products to be used for CST on the state-controlled road network. TIPES is 
a process aimed at providing an independent fit-for-purpose assessment of road construction 
products. 

The process for suppliers to apply to have their product TIPES Certified is outlined in the ARRB 
document TIPES Certified – Supplement for Applicants – Coloured Surface Treatments and TIPES 
Certified – Supplement for Applicants High Friction Surface Treatments. 

This document can be downloaded from ARRB’s website https://www.arrb.com.au/tipes 

Enquires about the TIPES Certified process should be directed to tipes@arrb.com.au 

Products that are TIPES Certified by the TIPES Product Evaluation Panel will be considered suitable 
for registration by Transport and Main Roads at the level recommended by the TIPES Product 
Evaluation Panel. Once a product is TIPES Certified, the TIPES management team will forward a copy 
of the TIPES certificate to Transport and Main Roads and the product will be included on department's 
registered product list next time it is updated. This list is typically updated on a monthly basis. 

mailto:TMRRoadSurfacings@tmr.qld.gov.au
https://www.arrb.com.au/tipes
mailto:tipes@arrb.com.au
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Registration is conditional upon the supplier making available a copy of their construction procedures 
and TIPES Certified document to Contractors and Transport and Main Roads contract administration 
personnel upon request. 

The registration status of a product may change over time when additional information is submitted to 
the TIPES Product Evaluation Panel for consideration. 

4 Registration levels 

Product registration is designated at a certain level based on the assessment undertaken by the 
TIPES Product Evaluation Panel. This level reflects the quantity of experience and duration that 
satisfactory performance has been demonstrated. An indicative description of each level is provided in 
Table 4. The registration level will affect the typical size of project where the product can be used. The 
minimum level that applies for a specific project will be stated in the Contract documents for the 
project. 

Table 4 – Levels of product registration for CST and HFST 

TIPES Certified / Product 
Registration Level 

Indicative Description of 
Level Requirements Indicative Project Size (m²) 

3 (Full) 
≥ 5 years satisfactory field 
performance under heavy 
traffic loading conditions 

All 

2 (Interim) 
2 – 4 years satisfactory 

performance under heavy 
traffic loading conditions 

≤ 500 

1 (Trials) 
< 2 years satisfactory field 
performance under heavy 
traffic loading conditions 

≤ 50 

5 Transport and Main Road's registered product lists 

The Transport and Main Roads registered product lists for Coloured Surface Treatments and High 
Friction Surface Treatments are publicly available documents on the department's website. 

The lists are updated regularly and include the following details: 

• Name of product 

• Contact details for the supplier of the product 

• Date of registration 

• Date of registration expiry 

• Level of registration, and 

• Any conditions associated with the product's registration status. 
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