
Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade project
Construction update – October 2021
The Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) is pleased to 
advise the final traffic switch onto the new Bruce Highway, as part 
of the Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade (HRF) project, occurred 
this month between Piralko Road and Palm Creek (pictured right). 

Direct travel between the Bruce Highway and Shirbourne Road 
(toward Giru) also reopened in mid-October, once works were 
completed to connect the new on/off ramp to the higher, more 
flood resilient Bruce Highway. 

Locals will also have noticed that since the new bridge over the 
Haughton River opened to traffic in late August 2021, works to 
demolish the old, narrow bridge progressed quickly. 

Those who have not driven through the project area for some time 
might be surprised to see the previous Haughton River bridge is 
now completely demolished. As the images below show, there is a detailed process required to demolish a 
bridge, but swift progress has been made to remove the structure prior to the upcoming wet season.

The $514.3 million Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade project is jointly funded by the Australian and Queensland 
governments on an 80:20 basis, with contributions of $411.4 million and $102.9 million, respectively. 

The last remaining section of the new Bruce 
Highway (between Piralko Road and Palm 
Creek) opened to traffic on 14 October 2021.

Once the asphalt was removed from the bridge deck (far left), the bridge super structure and piers were progressively removed 
(middle picture) using a barge to ensure materials did not end up in the river bed. The final task is to remove the bridge pile caps, 
leaving the river bed clear (far right).



Upcoming works
While traffic is using the entire 13.5km of new 
Bruce Highway, there is still a range of works to 
complete as part of the HRF project. Between 
now and the end of 2021: 
• works will be completed to connect 

Shirbourne Road either side of the Bruce 
Highway, allowing travel along the local 
road

• • the extension of Sarri Road will be finalisedthe extension of Sarri Road will be finalised
• crews will continue demolishing previous 

bridges and removing existing highway 
pavement 

• CCTV installation (for traffic monitoring 
purposes) will be completed

• construction of private property accesses, 
hydromulch and revegetation activities will 
continue

• culvert construction will be finalised
• pavement works on Woodstock Giru Road, 

either side of the Bruce Highway, will 
continue

• road furnishings and signage installation 
will be completed

• installation of concrete batter protection will 
continue. 

Protection of flora and fauna
A critical step in completion of 
the HRF project was to undertake 
detailed inspections of the existing 
Horseshoe Lagoon, Haughton River 
and Pink Lily Lagoon bridges prior to 
demolition. 
When these inspections identified 
crimson finch nests with eggs 
and young chicks, a decision was 
made to await their hatching and 
relocation rather than disturbing the 
nests. 
This is a great outcome for the local 
environment, as disturbing the nests 
could have impacted the survival of 
some fledglings. 

Adult crimson finches guarding their nests and young under 
existing bridges. The nests were left intact until the eggs hatched 
and birds relocated; only then did bridge demolition commence. 
Images courtesty of  The Infrastructure Group. 

Local road travel impacts (October – November 2021) 
While direct travel is now possible between the Bruce Highway and Hodel Road, and between the Bruce 
Highway and Shirbourne Road, there are ongoing impacts to some travel routes within the HRF project area. 
The map overleaf shows closures and detours that will be in place between October and November 2021. 

Specifically, given that Shirbourne Road now allows access to Giru (via the new, safer on and off ramps), 
Woodstock Giru Road has been closed to all traffic between the Bruce Highway and Giru while pavement 
works take place. The closure took effect on 19 October 2021 and is planned to be in place until late 2021. 

A portion of Woodstock Giru Road toward Woodstock has also been closed to allow for a minor package of 
pavement repairs. A detour for travel toward Woodstock is available via Link Road. Given ongoing works 
preventing travel under the Bruce Highway overpass of Shirbourne Road, travel to Shirbourne remains 
possible only via Link Road and Garrone Road. 

Finally, works to connect Piralko Road to the new higher and more flood resilient Bruce Highway are 
ongoing. While works continue, access between the Bruce Highway and Piralko Road is only possible via 
a side track opposite Link Road, and then travelling along a section of existing highway pavement. The 
connection of Piralko Road to the new Bruce Highway is expected to be completed in November 2021 
(weather and construction conditions permitting). 

Property accesses will be maintained throughout these closures 
and Burdekin Shire Council has confirmed that waste collections will 
continue as normal. 

These detours are subject to change as works are completed. Further 
notices will be circulated via email when the detour routes change 
or as works are completed. Roadside message boards are in place to 
direct road users. While these works are necessary, TMR thanks road 
users for their patience and understanding as they are completed.

For further information and to provide feedback:
PO Box 1089, Townsville QLD 4810
0408 972 536 or 1800 625 648
haughton@tmr.qld.gov.au
www.tmr.qld.gov.au/projects and search ‘Haughton’
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