
Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade project
Newsletter – August 2021
The Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) is pleased to report that the first traffic switches onto 
the new Bruce Highway, as part of the Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade (HRF) project, occurred last week 
(pictured below). 

The traffic switches didn’t occur as scheduled in late July 2021 due to additional surfacing and bridge deck 
works being required to ensure suitability for traffic. The slight delay has not stopped the majority of new 
Bruce Highway being under traffic (11.62 kilometres of the total 13.7 kilometre project area). 

In early September 2021, traffic will commence travelling on the remaining 
section of the new Bruce Highway between Piralko Road and Palm Creek. 
Local road connections and other works will be ongoing until late 2021. 

Due to works continuing in close proximity to the new highway, and that 
travelling conditions remain subject to change, the Bruce Highway speed 
limit throughout the project area will remain at a maximum of 80 kilometres/
hour until late 2021. The reduced speed limit helps to ensure the safety of 
road users and road workers.  

Once project works are completed, the 100 kilometres/hour Bruce Highway 
speed limit will be reinstated. 

The $514.3 million Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade project is jointly funded by the Australian and Queensland 
governments on an 80:20 basis, with contributions of $411.4 million and $102.9 million, respectively. 

The new wider and higher Haughton River bridge opened to traffic 
on Monday 23 August 2021.



Progress update
Great progress has been made on the HRF project during July and August, as outlined below. A range of 
finishing works are planned for the coming months (weather and construction conditions permitting):

• installed expansion joints at the Horseshoe 
Lagoon bridge, Upper Haughton/Hodel 
Road overpass, Haughton River bridge, 
Shirbourne Road overpass,  Pink Lily Lagoon 
bridge and Floodway bridge

• installed guardrail (pictured right) and 
placed linemarking at various locations 
throughout the project areas

• continued pavement widening north and 
south of the Bruce Highway and Woodstock 
Giru Road intersection (pictured right)

• placed final stone-mastic asphalt (SMA) 
pavement layer along majority of highway

• conducted bridge inspections on new 
structures, ahead of opening to traffic 
(pictured right)

• conducted environmental inspections on 
existing structures prior to demolition, to 
ensure no impact to flora and fauna

• continued installation of concrete footings 
and guardrail over culverts

• completed concrete barrier works at 
Shirbourne Road. 

Completed July – August 2021

• install expansion joint at Ironbark Creek 
bridge

• traffic switch onto the remaining section of 
new Bruce Highway, between Piralko Road 
and Palm Creek 

• open the Bruce Highway on/off ramps 
at Upper Haughton/Hodel Roads and 
Shirbourne Road to traffic 

• rehabilitate and widen the Woodstock Giru 
Road pavement, toward Woodstock

• commence works on the upgrade of 
Bruce Highway and Woodstock Giru Road 
intersection toward Giru (intersection 
closure required)

• commence demolition of the existing 
Horseshoe Lagoon, Haughton River and 
Pink Lily Lagoon bridges as well as existing 
highway pavement

• complete extension of large culverts and 
pavement works on Shirbourne Road toward 
Giru

• continue installation of guardrail, road 
furnishings and roadside signage

• place linemarking in various areas 

Scheduled September – October 2021

Guardrail installation continued throughout the project in August 2021, 
with a focus on bridge approaches initially (pictured at Shirbourne Road).  

Placing fill over the rock mattress as part of pavement widening north of 
Woodstock Giru Road.  

Bridge inspections are a critical step in ensuring the suitability of new 
structures for traffic. Pictured is the Haughton River bridge inspection. 



Local road travel impacts (August – October 2021) 
Now that traffic is travelling on the majority of new Bruce Highway alignment, we are continuing works to 
connect local roads with the upgraded sections of Bruce Highway. This will temporarily impact how you 
would normally travel between the Bruce Highway and local roads as listed below and shown in the map 
overleaf. 

Due to the finalisation of on/off ramps and connections to the new highway alignment, between now and 
mid-October 2021, direct access between the Bruce Highway and Shirbourne Road will not be possible; and 
access between the Bruce Highway and Upper Haughton/Hodel Roads is limited to northbound access only 
(Ayr > Townsville travel direction). 

Travel between the Bruce Highway and Shirbourne Road remains available via Woodstock Giru Road.

Direct access from Upper Haughton Road or Hodel Road onto the Bruce Highway southbound (toward Ayr) 
will not be possible while on/off ramps are being completed and connected to the new highway alignment. 
A detour is in place via McLain Road, from which motorists can use the Bruce Highway and Bartlett Road 
intersection to travel south. 
 
Given that the on/off ramps to Upper Haughton Road are complete, travel remains possible:

• between the Bruce Highway (northbound) and Upper Haughton/Hodel Roads using the new off ramp
• from Hodel Road and Upper Haughton Road toward Townsville using the new on ramp. 

Property accesses will be maintained throughout these closures. 

These detours are subject to change as works are completed. Further notices will be circulated via email 
when the detour routes change or as works are completed. Roadside message boards are in place to direct 
motorists. 

While these works are necessary, we do thank you for your patience and understanding. 

Construction – the numbers

460,000 cubic metres of various materials 
(for example gravels and fill) delivered from 
quarries in Woodstock, Giru and Ayr, and 
placed across site

$159.6 million dollars spent with local 
businesses (within 125 km of site) 

between the start of construction and 31 
July 2021.  This equates to more than 90 

per cent of sub-contract spend to date.
8.7 kilometres of culverts and 20 
kilometres of new drains have 
been constructed

84 per cent of people inducted to work 
onsite to date reside within 125 km of 
the project site (970 individuals of a 
total 1145 inducted)

867,000 personnel hours have 
been worked on the project 
between the start of construction 
and 31 July 2021

300,000 cubic metres of final 
hydromulch treatments installed to 
date

695 linear metres of bridges 
and overpasses completed and 
opened to traffic (or six out of a 
total seven structures)

10,000 metres of new road have been 
constructed, of a total 13.7 kilometres 

to be constructed (or 73 per cent) 

23,900 cubic metres of concrete 
generated by the onsite batch 
plant and used across the project

115,000 tonnes of foamed stabilised 
bitumen pavement and 45,000 tonnes of 

asphalt pavement have been laid

100,000 cubic metres of topsoil has been 
placed on batters and drains throughout the 

project, to encourage vegetation growth

320,000 square metres of geotextile 
fabric has been used (to provide more 

suitable construction conditions)
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For further information and to provide feedback:
PO Box 1089, Townsville QLD 4810
0408 972 536 or 1800 625 648
haughton@tmr.qld.gov.au
www.tmr.qld.gov.au/projects and search ‘Haughton’

Flora and fauna protection
Identifying and caring for injured wildlife is an 
important part of the HRF project. 

During recent works the construction team found an 
Australasian Darter (sometimes called a snakebird due 
to its long and slender neck) stuck in a nearby barbed 
wire boundary fence. 

The construction team quickly reported the find, and 
the project Environmental Officer was able to safely 
free the bird from the barbed wire while a licensed 
wildlife rehabilitation 
specialist made their 
way to site. 

Chris from ‘NQ Wildlife’ 
checked the Darter 
for injuries and, once 
cared for, released the 
bird in an area near 
where it was found. 

Giru community noticeboard complete
The electronic community noticeboard, included in 
previous construction updates and newsletters, is now 
complete!

The noticeboard was made possible thanks to 
fundraising, donations and a local government grant. 

The HRF project team supported the installation 
through cash donations from the joint venture partners 
and also by digging and securing the sign foundations. 

The noticeboard will 
share key community 
messages in future, 
particularly during 
severe weather. 

The project team 
is very pleased to 
assist this worthwhile 
community initiative. 

Around the grounds
Steps to support the local State Emergency 
Service
In response to a request from the Clare branch of the 
State Emergency Services (SES), a set of temporary 
stairs has been donated for use during severe weather. 

The stairs were previously used at a number of bridges 
to allow access by construction crews.

Now they will be used by the SES to better enable 
severe weather evacuations by boat from Rita Island 

across Anabranch 
Creek. 

The stairs will greatly 
assist evacuations, 
removing the need 
for evacuees to walk 
eight metres up the 
steep embankments. 

HRF team to the (fish) rescue
The 13.7km HRF project area crosses a total of 11 water 
channels which are important habitats and migratory 
paths for a variety of native fish species. 

Conditions become harsh in these channels during 
the dry season when little flow and high rates of 
evaporation mean aquatic life become concentrated, 
using up all of the dissolved oxygen. Eventually, oxygen 
levels are too low and fish can die in large numbers.

Recognising the early signs of this in Pink Lily Lagoon 
earlier this year, and wanting to increase the changes 
of survival for native species, project personnel: 
• set up pumps to aerate Pink Lily Lagoon water 
• removed and 

destroyed pest 
species (tilapia) in 
Pink Lily Lagoon

• relocated some 
native fish from 
Pink Lily Lagoon to 
the larger, higher-
oxygen  Haughton 
River. 

The injured Darter bird was cared for onsite before being released 
nearby.

The stairs (shown here at the Ironbark Creek bridge) will greatly 
improve accessibility during future severe weather evacuations. 
Image courtesy of The Infrastructure Group.

A number of native fish were relocated to the Haughton River to 
improve oxygen rates. Image courtesy of The Infrastructure Group.

The new electronic noticeboard in Giru will share important 
community updates. Image courtesy of The Infrastructure Group.


