
Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade project
Construction update 5 – June 2020
With more than a year of construction completed, sections of the Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade project 
are beginning to take shape. The following works occurred as part of the project in April and May 2020: 
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Ironbark Creek
• All pre-stressed 

concrete piles 
driven

• Surcharge material 
removed
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Haughton River
• 8 bridge piles driven 

and concrete filled
• Preparing for delivery 

of super T girders for 
new bridge

Highway overpass
• All pre-stressed 

concrete piles driven
• Commenced ground 

clearing and material 
placement for 
Shirbourne Road 
connection

Across the project

• Burdekin Shire Council water main relocations continuing
• Culvert works progressing throughout the project
• Commenced application of foamed bitumen stabilised pavement
• Commenced drainage works in the overtaking lane (between 

Shirbourne Road and Woodstock Giru Road)

• 23 deck units placed  
(one deck span)

• One pile cap, two pier 
headstocks completed

• Six columns constructed

Highway overpass

• All 108 deck 
units placed 

• Deck span one 
poured

Horseshoe Lagoon
Pink Lily Lagoon

• All bridge abutments 
constructed

• Two bridge piers 
completed, third 
commenced

• Surcharge removed at Link Road
• Surcharge placed south of 

Piralko Road

Link Road - Piralko Road

Floodway
• All pre-stressed 

concrete piles 
driven

• 3 bridge pier 
headstocks 
complete



Upcoming works
The following works are due to occur in June and 
July 2020, weather and construction conditions 
permitting:

• commence pavement works between  
Woodstock Giru Road and Piralko Road

• continue earthworks and pavement works at 
Shirbourne connection road 

• commence pavement works between Ironbark 
Creek and the project end point (north of 
Mailman Road)

• commence drainage, earthworks and 
pavement works at the Bruce Highway 
overpass of Upper Haughton and Hodel Roads

• continue placing deck units at Upper 
Haughton/Hodel Road overpass

• pour first pier headstock and erect first spans 
of super T girders at Haughton River bridge.

In July construction of a side track will commence at 
Ironbark Creek (near Sarri Road). Northbound traffic 
will be switched onto the side track between August 
and December 2020. 

Super T spotting
Have you seen one of the 35 open-flange super T girders for the new Haughton River bridge being 
transported along the highway as yet? These mammoth 45-tonne concrete structures are being delivered to 
site from Townsville over the coming months, so keep an eye out! 

Shirbourne Road intersection to remain closed to westbound traffic
Originally, the intersection of the Bruce Highway and 
Shirbourne Road was expected to re-open to single 
direction traffic in May 2020. However works are taking 
longer than expected.

The western leg of the Bruce Highway and Shirbourne 
Road intersection will now remain closed to all traffic 
until late August 2020, with the detour via Woodstock 
Giru remaining in place. 

The intersection is expected to open to travel from the 
Bruce Highway onto Shirbourne Road in late August 
2020. 

Travel from Shirbourne Road onto the Bruce Highway 
cannot safely be accommodated given overpass 
embankments obstruct the visibility of oncoming 
vehicles. 

Travel onto the Bruce Highway will only be available via 
the detour until mid-2021.

The Bruce Highway and Shirbourne Road intersection 
during recent pile driving. The intersection remains 
closed to all westbound traffic until late August 2020. 

Top: Progress at the overpass of Shirbourne Road. Bottom: 
All bridge deck units have been laid at Horsehoe Lagoon. 

For further information and to provide feedback:
PO Box 1089, Townsville QLD 4810
0408972536 or 1800 625 648
haughton@tmr.qld.gov.au
www.tmr.qld.gov.au/projects and search ‘Haughton’

The $514.3 million Haughton River Floodplain 
Upgrade project is jointly funded, with the Australian 
Government committing $411.4 million and the 
Queensland Government committing $102.9 million. 


