
2020 achievements to date:
Between 1 January and 31 July 2020: 
• 324 people were inducted to work onsite (more 

than 86 per cent of which reside within 125km of 
the project) 

• nearly 218,000 employee hours were worked
• 65,000 training hours were completed, including 

9350 Indigenous training hours
• 9300 cubic metres of concrete poured across the 

project, primarily generated by the onsite batch 
plant

• completed construction of 38 culverts 
• commenced construction of a further 12 culverts 

and drainage structures
• laid 2,000 metres of pavement in the southern 

section of the project (south of the Upper 
Haughton Hodel Road overpass)
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• laid 600 metres of pavement in the northern section 
of the project (in the vicinity of Sarri Road)

• finished driving all 346 pre-stressed concrete piles 
for bridge and overpass structures

• drove a further 16 tubular steel piles, the foundation 
of the Haughton River bridge

• received 270 pre-fabricated concrete bridge deck 
units, over which the trafficable surface of bridges 
and overpasses will be poured 

• received 20 pre-fabricated concrete super T girders 
for the Haughton River bridge structure

• laid all 108 bridge deck units at the Horseshoe 
Lagoon bridge, and poured all deck spans (the first 
of which is pictured below).

The Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade project, under construction on the Bruce Highway at Giru, is more than 
halfway complete, with the project due to be completed in mid-2021 (weather and construction conditions 
permitting). While the late season rain and impact of COVID-19 has been challenging, 2020 has also seen project 
infrastructure begin to take shape. 

Image: The first span of the Horseshoe Lagoon bridge deck was poured in June 2020.



Important Indigenous artefact found

In early June, during cultural heritage monitoring of 
project excavation activities, an Indigenous grinding 
stone was discovered near Pink Lily Lagoon. 

Grinding stones (which are typically large, flat rocks) 
were used with another stone to grind foods and 
pigment for paint and were also used to sharpen tools. 

The find was a surprise as it was among smaller, 
alluvial rocks and may have been transported to site 
with other fill material during previous works. 

The Bindal Peoples were monitoring the works and 
were able to take immediate possession of this 
important historical artefact. 

Around the grounds

Image: Eddie Jnr (Bindal Peoples), Michelle (Archaeologist) and 
Nathan (TMR) with the grinding stone.

Shirbourne Road intersection 

The Bruce Highway intersection with Shirbourne 
Road (west) was closed to traffic from mid-February 
2020, while an overpass is constructed.

From Tuesday 1 September, the intersection will 
reopen to single direction traffic — allowing vehicles 
from the Bruce Highway to turn into Shirbourne Road. 

Travel from Shirbourne Road onto the Bruce Highway 
will remain possible only via the Woodstock Giru 
Road and Garrone Road detour as there is insufficient 
space at the intersection to accommodate dual 
direction traffic.

The detour will remain in place until mid-2021. 

Image: Construction of the Bruce Highway overpass of Shirbourne 
Road is progressing well. Image courtesy of The Infrastructure Group

Haughton River bridge

Construction of the Haughton 
River bridge is progressing 
well, with the last of sixteen 
tubular steel piles driven into 
the river bed in July 2020. 

Tubular steel piles are 
being used at the bridge, 
as opposed to pre-stressed 
concrete piles, as they’re 
more suitable to the flood-
prone setting. 

Tubular steel piles also 
require less excavation and 
materials,  reducing bridge 
construction timeframes.   

All of the steel bridge piers 
have been installed for the 
new wider, higher bridge.

Concrete headstocks are now 
under construction and 45-tonne super T girders are 
being progressively placed as these headstocks are 
completed.  

Once construction of the Haughton River bridge 
is complete (expected in mid-2021, weather and 
construction conditions permitting), demolition of 
the old bridge will commence. 

Image: Driven tubular steel piles 
are being used for the Haughton 
River bridge foundation.

Managing cane interactions 

Managing interactions between cane haul outs and 
project roadworks has been a key issue this year.  

TMR has worked to ensure the safety of all road users 
and pre-empt key interactions by understanding haul 
out rosters and rescheduling project works where 
possible. This has been additionally challenging 
given ongoing, late season rains affecting haul 
rosters. 

To ensure appropriate communication, signage has 
been placed throughout the project to confirm which 
UHF channel project vehicles are communicating 
on. TMR has also encouraged heavy vehicles 
approaching the roadwork area to also communicate 
on this channel.

TMR would like to thank motorists for their patience 
and understanding throughout the roadworks. 

Image: A cane train passes through the construction zone at the 
Bruce Highway and Upper Haughton / Hodel Road intersection.



Mailman Road

Indicates the side track area

Still to come in 2020
There is a full program of works planned for the remainder of 2020, with the following milestones expected to be 
achieved over the coming months (weather and construction conditions permitting): 

The Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade project has been getting a fair 
amount of attention on social media in recent weeks. 

In case you missed it: 

• time lapse footage showing construction of the new Haughton 
River bridge garnered a lot of interactions on TMR’s Facebook page, 
available at https://www.facebook.com/TMRQld/ 

• a post about the application of foamed bitumen stabilised 
pavement (which has been applied in multiple areas across the 
project to date) on TMR’s LinkedIn page was popular with industry. 
The post is available from https://www.linkedin.com/company/
department-of-transport-and-main-roads/

Haughton is trending!

• Reopened Shirbourne 
Road intersection to 
single-direction, west-
bound travel (from the 
Bruce Highway onto 
Shirbourne Road)

• Placed deck units 
at Pink Lily Lagoon 
bridge

• Switched highway 
traffic onto a 
temporary side track, 
north of Sarri Road

• Place deck units at the 
Floodway (Healey’s 
Lagoon) bridge

• Lay pavement on the 
Woodstock Giru Road 
acceleration lane onto 
the Bruce Highway

• Works complete at 
the Bruce Highway 
and Bartlett Road 
intersection

• Highway traffic 
switched to new 
alignment north of 
Ironbark Creek

• Deck spans 
constructed at the 
Haughton River bridge 
and Shirbourne Road 
overpass

• Commence 
embankment works for 
the extension of Sarri 
Road

• Traffic switch onto new 
highway alignment 
south of Trembath 
Road

• Construction of 
Horseshoe Lagoon 
bridge complete 

• Deck spans 
constructed at the Pink 
Lily Lagoon bridge

• Deck spans 
constructed at the 
Upper Haughton / 
Hodel Road overpass

• Erect final super T 
girder at Haughton 
River bridge
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Travelling on a new, temporary alignment

Image: A temporary side track is in place at the Reed Beds until December, as this section of the Bruce Highway is realigned. 

Earlier this month Bruce Highway traffic began travelling on a temporary side track in the northern section of 
the project (at the Reed Beds). The side track, which will be in place until December (weather and construction 
conditions permitting), will allow for safe construction of the 
new highway alignment in this area. Once these works are 
complete, motorists will be able to travel on the new Bruce 
Highway alignment. 

As the project design plan shows, a section of the existing 
Bruce Highway will become a service road (shown in 
orange), connecting Sarri Road and Mailman Road to the 
highway at a safer location. The realigned Bruce Highway 
(shown in blue) will be safer for motorists, with improved 
visibility of oncoming traffic.

Image: Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade project design plan.



Plan your journey 
Given safety upgrades are under construction on the Bruce Highway immediately north 
of the Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade project, motorists are encouraged to plan their 
travel ahead of time. Access up-to-date traffic information using QLDTraffic through the free 
smartphone app for Apple and Android devices, at www.QLDTraffic.qld.gov.au, or by calling 
13 19 40. You can also call 13 19 40 to report any concerns or issues on Queensland roads. 

The Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade project team is 
supporting the local community while delivering these 
critical road upgrades. 

Giru electronic noticeboard 

Project staff have been fund-raising to support the 
purchase and installation of an electronic community 
noticeboard in Giru. 

Similar noticeboards in other towns across North 
Queensland have proven to be an effective source of 
information for community members who don’t use 
online platforms, particularly during the wet season. 
In future, residents will only need to travel to the 
noticeboard for important information.  

The Giru noticeboard is expected to cost $40,000 and, 
to date, the project team has contributed $16,000. 
Additional support will be provided through onsite 
raffles and other activities. 

Home Hill State School P&C

Throughout the project, eligible Containers for Change 
items have been collected at the site office and 
exchanged for cash by Project Safety Advisor (and local 
resident) Leslie.   

To date, $1200 has been donated to the Home Hill 
State School Parents & Citizens group on behalf of the 
Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade project. 

Giru Polocrosse and Pony Club

As well as financial contributions, support is often 
offered in-kind. 

Pictured above is the donation of 2020 old power poles 
to the Giru Pony and Polocrosse club, the only sporting 
facility in town. 

The club will re-purpose the poles as arena lighting for 
future events. 

Wildlife rescues

Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade project team members have been 
kept busy recently, rescuing and re homing a number of animals found 
throughout the project. Pictured here are just some of the animals found since 
construction commenced. All of these animals have been relocated off-site or 
delivered to carers.

Staff have also raised $340 through raffles, donating the proceeds to North 
Queensland Wildlife Care who care for sick, injured and orphaned wildlife.  

Protected couch grass relocation

Early in the Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade project,  marine couch grass was 
identified within the construction area. As a protected species, this vegetation 
needed to be carefully managed, well away from any impact of the construction 
activities. 

An off-set was established within the Bowling Green Bay National Park, and 
is being closely monitored by project personnel. Monitoring of the offset will Monitoring of the offset will 
continue during the remainder of construction, and after the project is complete. continue during the remainder of construction, and after the project is complete. 

Image: Rescued, clockwise from top left: a bony 
bream, a joey, a pair of wood-swallow chicks, a 
freshwater turtle and a magpie gosling. Images 
courtesy of The Infrastructure Group

For further information and to provide feedback:
PO Box 1089, Townsville QLD 4810
0408 972 536 or 1800 625 648
haughton@tmr.qld.gov.au
www.tmr.qld.gov.au/projects and search ‘Haughton’

Supporting the local community

Protecting and preserving flora and fauna across the 
project


