
Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade project
Construction update – October 2020
The following works occurred as part of the Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade project during August and 
September 2020: 
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• Implemented a 
side track, while 
construction of 
the realigned 
Bruce Highway 
continues 

LEGEND

State-controlled roads Entry / exit ramps River / creek

Burdekin Shire roads Bridges Existing cane rail

Project design as of 
October 2019

Bruce Highway

Bartlett Road
Trem

bath Road

AYR

TOWNSVILLE

H
au

gh
to

n 
Ri

ve
r

U
pper H

aughton Road
Hodel Road

Shirbourne Road

Haughton River
• Drove and concrete 

filled the last tubular 
steel piles at the 
bridge (last piles 
driven as part of the 
project) 

Highway overpass
• Completed pier 2 

substructure works
• Reopened intersection 

to single direction 
travel (from highway 
onto Shirbourne Road)

• Continued culvert works and 
pavement rehabilitation 
in the overtaking lanes 
(between Shirbourne Road 
and Woodstock Giru Road)

• Placed deck units 
and completed 
substructure works

Highway overpass

Pink Lily Lagoon
• Placed deck 

units

• Laid pavement on the 
Woodstock Giru Road 
acceleration lane onto 
the Bruce Highway 

Floodway
• Placed 

deck units

• Completed 
upgrades at the 
Bruce Highway 
intersections with 
Trembath Road and 
Bartlett Road  

Ironbark Creek
• Commenced 

pilecap works
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Woodstock / Giru Road intersection 
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For a closer look at the Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade project, visit 
www.tmr.qld.gov.au/Projects/Name/H
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Upcoming works
The following works are due to occur in October 
and November 2020, weather and construction 
conditions permitting:
• construct main deck spans at the Upper 

Haughton/Hodel Road overpass and Pink Lily 
Lagoon bridge

• complete installation of flood-prone culverts 
at the northern end of the project

• erect final super T girder at the Haughton 
River bridge and complete bridge 
substructure construction

• complete construction of the Horseshoe 
Lagoon bridge 

• switch Bruce Highway traffic onto the new, 
final alignment south of Trembath Road

• complete pavement rehabilitation on 
overtaking lanes (between Shirbourne Road 
and Woodstock Giru Road).  

Concrete pours have been occurring in the early morning 
hours, as we construct multiple culverts. 

For further information and to provide feedback:
PO Box 1089, Townsville QLD 4810
0408 972 536 or 1800 625 648
haughton@tmr.qld.gov.au
www.tmr.qld.gov.au/projects and search ‘Haughton’

The $514.3 million Haughton River Floodplain 
Upgrade project is jointly funded, with the Australian 
Government committing $411.4 million and the 
Queensland Government committing $102.9 million. 

Shirbourne Road reopened to single direction traffic
On 1 September 2020, the Bruce Highway intersection 
with Shirbourne Road was reopened to single direction 
travel (allowing vehicles to turn from the highway onto 
Shirbourne Road).  
Travel from Shirbourne Road onto the highway remains 
possible only via Garonne Road and Woodstock 
Giru Road, as sufficient space is not available under 
the Shirbourne Road overpass (currently under 
construction). The overpass embankments also 
obstruct visibility of oncoming traffic.
A reduced speed zone is in place on approaches to the 
Shirbourne Road intersection, so that highway through 
vehicles are aware of the potential for turning traffic. 

New pavement construction methodology used
Previous HRF 
project newsletters 
and construction 
updates have 
touched on the 
fact that foamed 
stabilised bitumen 
(FSB) is being 
used as part of the 
project. 
FSB is created when 
hot bitumen is 
injected with cold 

water, causing it to bubble, and at the same time 
mixed with gravel and lime. The bitumen droplets 
attract to and coat the finer particles of gravel 
material, binding the mixture together. 
The combined mix it is transported to site and laid 
on the roadway by specialist equipment. To date, 
around 60,000 tonnes of FSB pavement has been 
laid across site. 
Once placed, FSB is covered in two layers of 
asphalt, forming the road pavement on which 
vehicles will travel. 
FSB pavement is more resilient to flooding 
and, while just as strong as other pavement 
types, provides greater flexibility to resist future 
cracking. 

Foamed stabilised bitumen has been covered in the first 
layer of asphalt, near the Horseshoe Lagoon bridge. The 
second layer will be placed closer to project completion.

Super T girders have begun being placed on the new wider 
and higher Haughton River bridge.


