
 

  
 

  

Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade Project 

Construction Update 3 – October 2019  

 

Construction of the Haughton River Floodplain (HRF) 

Upgrade Project is progressing well, with some important 

milestones achieved recently. 

Completed and started works – August and 
September 2019 

• Concrete batch plant established and fully 

operational at the Woodstock Giru Road site office. 

• Preload is finished at the Floodway bridge 

abutments near Piralko Road and will now stand 

for six months. 

• Cameras have been installed at the Upper Haughton/ 

Hodel Road and Shirbourne Road intersections to 

monitor safety and construction progress. 

• Preload has started in the northern sections (see 

page 3 for an outline of the project sections) for a 

series of large culverts. 

• Completed excavation works for four major culverts. 

• Started construction of multiple box culverts south of 

Haughton River. 

• Piling pad construction completed at Horseshoe 

Lagoon, Hodel Road, Floodway and Ironbark Creek. 

• Manufacture of pre-cast concrete piles and delivery 

to site is continuing (all piles delivered for the 

Horseshoe Lagoon and Hodel Road Bridges; half of 

the piles delivered for the Haughton River Bridge). 

• Pile driving completed at Horseshoe Lagoon and 

bridge substructure (concrete works) started. 

• Started prep works for construction of the new 

Haughton River Bridge. 

• Started reinforced concrete pipe construction works 

in the northern project section. 

 
   Pile driving has started at Horseshoe Lagoon. 

Preload materials have been placed as part of the 

abutments of the Floodway Bridge, near Piralko Road. 

These materials will be in place for about six months, 

during which we will continue to monitor the consolidation 

settlement.  

Once the materials have consolidated as much as 

possible and the load is at the right height, construction 

of the new bridge and approaches will start. 

We've sprayed the preload materials near Piralko Road 

with Stonewall which gives it the green appearance. 

Stonewall assists in erosion and sediment control, 

reducing soil loss when it rains and reducing windblown 

dust in the surrounding environment. 

 
The preload embankments opposite Piralko Road will settle/ 
consolidate over the next six months before construction 
commences on the new bridge and approaches.  

Preload is the placement of earthen 
materials in an area of future construction, 
allowing for settlement and strengthening 

consistent with surrounding soil conditions. 

In terms of the HRF, this means applying an 
earthen load in excess of the height required 

for construction and allowing the load to 
settle/consolidate ahead of construction 

starting. 



 

  
 

A copy of the HRF Upgrade Project plan will soon be uploaded to the Department of Transport and Main Roads' 
project webpage. Navigate to www.tmr.qld.gov.au and search 'Haughton'.  

Upcoming works – October and November 2019 

• Continue manufacturing and delivery of pre-cast 

concrete piles for remaining structures. 

• Start relocation of various Burdekin Shire Council 

water mains and SunWater water main at Piralko 

Road. 

• Installation of a temporary structure in the Haughton 

River, followed by the start of constructing the new 

Haughton River Bridge. 

• Complete construction of the remaining piling pads. 

• Start pile driving at the Floodway Bridge (Piralko 

Road), Healey Lagoon and Ironbark Creek (Reed 

Beds). 

• Bridge substructure (concrete works) will continue at 

Horseshoe Lagoon and start at both the Hodel Road 

overpass and the Floodway bridge. 

• Preload earthworks will continue north and south of 

the Link Road intersection. 

• Start earthworks and pavement works south of 

Horseshoe Lagoon (including 800 metres of 

pavement rehabilitation under traffic). 

• Complete Ergon high voltage relocation works in the 

northern section (expected in mid-November). 

• Complete Telstra works in the southern section of the 

project (expected in October). 

• Installation of multiple reinforced concrete box 

culverts and reinforced concrete pipes will continue 

throughout the project site. 

• Complete preload earthworks for the Shirbourne 

Road overpass abutments. 

• Start piling for the Shirbourne Road overpass.  

Out and about in the community 

Project representatives attended the recent Giru Show to 

share the project plan, introduce key personnel to the 

community and answer questions about the works.  

 
Officers of the Department of Transport and Main Roads and     
The Infrastructure Group with customers at the Giru Show stall. 

The event was a success with more than 200 community 

members stopping by the HRF stall to learn more about 

the project.  

Project progress 

 
Bruce Highway on/off ramp at Upper Haughton/Hodel Road.  

 
The Bruce Highway will be re-aligned at the Reed Beds to improve 
safety. 

Risky business 

Would you swim in the Haughton River?  

On multiple occasions recently, we've spotted crocodiles 

sunning themselves on the Haughton River Bridge piers. 

So, imagine being this diver in the Haughton River 

recently!  

The diver was in the water performing a visual inspection 

of the river bed and checking for any scouring of the 

bridge structure to confirm the results of recent sonar 

testing. But not without a fair amount of planning and risk 

assessment beforehand.  

 
The large net was to keep any snappy reptile hazards away from 
the diver while the inspection took place.  

For further information and to provide feedback 

 0408 972 536 / 1800 625 648* 

 haughton@tmr.qld.gov.au  

 www.tmr.qld.gov.au/Projects  

*Call charges apply when using mobile and pay phones. 



 

  
 

Haughton River Floodplain Upgrade Project sections 
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Northern section of the project 

Extends along the Bruce Highway from north of 
Shirbourne Road to about 500 metres north of 
the Mailman Road intersection.  

Major upgrades within this section include: 

• safer, staggered intersection arrangement at 
Woodstock-Giru Road (not straight through 
when travelling from Giru toward 
Woodstock)  

• new bridges over the Floodway and Ironbark 
Creek 

• creation of a service road connecting the 
current Sarri and Mailman Roads into a 
service road. 

Southern section of the project 

Extends along the Bruce Highway from the 
Greenacres weigh-pad site to north of the 
Shirbourne Road intersection.  

Major upgrades within this section include:  

• safety upgrades at the Bartlett and 
Trembath Roads intersections 

• new bridges over Horseshoe Lagoon, 
Haughton River and Pink Lily Lagoon   

• highway overpasses of cane tramways 
at Upper Haughton Road/Hodel Road 
and Shirbourne Road. 


