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Rockhampton Ring Road - Fitzroy River temporary exclusion zone
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Construction of the Rockhampton Ring Road (RRR) includes building a new bridge across the Fitzroy River between Pink Lily and Parkhurst, about 4.5 kilometres upstream of the Fitzroy River Barrage.
To safely construct the new bridge, a 270-metre-long temporary bridge work will be built across the river as a work platform to stage construction of the new bridge. This means a section of the Fitzroy River will need to be temporarily excluded from all river traffic during construction.
We understand the Fitzroy River is an important community asset used for recreation, boating, fishing and training activities. These FAQs explain why an exclusion zone is required, how long it will last, what areas remain accessible, and how safety and environmental issues will be managed.
Overview
Why is there a temporary exclusion zone across a section of the Fitzroy River?
A temporary bridge will be built across the river to provide a safe working platform for building the new Fitzroy River bridge.
During construction, there will be heavy equipment operating above the river on the work platform, including two large crawler cranes (250t and 400t), piling rigs (175t), drilling equipment, bridge segment installation equipment, and prime movers with low loader trailers delivery bridge components.
Implementing a 250-metre-long exclusion zone in the immediate construction area ensures the safety of construction workers, river users, and the wider community.
Construction will begin with a 220-metre-wide exclusion zone. During this stage, a 50- metre navigation channel will remain open to allow vessels to pass by the work site under controlled conditions. Once construction progresses further across the river, a 270-metre-wide exclusion zone across the full width of the river will be implemented to maintain safety.
When will the exclusion zone commence and how long will it be in place?
The implementation of a temporary exclusion zone along a 250-metre section of the river between Pink Lily and Parkhurst will be implemented in two stages.
Stage 1 – Partial exclusion zone from 7 April to 12 July 2026
· A 250-metre-long and 220-metre-wide exclusion zone. 
· A 50-metre navigation channel will remain open on the Parkhurst side of the river for continued public access. 
· The exclusion zone will be an active construction site.
Stage 2: Full river-width exclusion zone from 13 July 2026 to 30 June 2028
· No access permitted through the exclusion zone.
· Closure of the navigation channel on the Parkhurst side of the river. 
· The exclusion zone will be an active construction site.
· Access only permitted for emergency response.
Where is the temporary exclusion zone located?
The temporary exclusion zone is a section of the river about 4.5 kilometres upstream of the Fitzroy River Barrage, between Pink Lily and Parkhurst. 
Temporary bridge work platform
What is the temporary bridge work platform?
The temporary bridge is a work platform built across the river that will facilitate construction equipment and material movement and allow workers to safely and efficiently build the new permanent bridge. 
It will provide a stable work platform parallel to the permanent bridge for construction equipment including 125t and 400t crawler cranes, 175t piling rig, drilling equipment, bridge segment installation equipment. Heavy haulage prime-movers and low-loader trailers will deliver the bridge components across the temporary bridge, including steel pile liners, concrete box girder segments, and materials required to build the permanent bridge.


What will the temporary bridge work platform look like?
The 12.5-metre-wide temporary bridge work platform will span about 270 metres across the river and sit approximately 1.8 metres above full supply water level (when the barrage gates are closed).  
Preparation for the temporary bridge requires construction of a compacted gravel pad and access track on the Pink Lily side of the river. This will be followed by the sequential installation of the 270-metre-long work platform founded on 40 piles driven into the riverbed and 194 precast concrete deck units laid across the span of river.
Components of this temporary bridge work platform were used to construct the New Bridgewater Bridge in Tasmania.  For that project, the permanent bridge was built directly above the temporary bridge work platform. For the Rockhampton Ring Road, the permanent bridge across the Fitzroy River will be built parallel to the temporary bridge work platform.
How long will it take to build the temporary bridge work platform?
Construction of the temporary bridge work platform is expected to take about five to six months, progressing gradually from the Pink Lily riverbank across the river to Parkhurst.  Construction of the new permanent bridge over the Fitzroy River cannot commence until the temporary bridge is completed.
Can the temporary bridge work platform withstand flooding and debris loads?
The temporary bridge work platform is a fixed structure anchored to the riverbed by driven steel piles that has been Certified and Proof Engineered.  
It is designed at a level which will be overtopped during floods and to withstand the flows and debris loads expected during inundation.
Were any alternative construction approaches considered?
A higher-level temporary bridge work platform was considered in the initial design stage and was discounted due to: 
· significant additional design and construction costs of larger substructure elements required to maintain lateral stability
· additional land-based approach works required to ramp on to a higher level temporary bridge work platform
· access required from the temporary structure to construct the lower levels of the permanent bridge piles and pile caps.


Other alternative construction methods researched and discounted included:
· construction of a partial jetty from both sides of the river was an option that was not supported due to increased:
· construction duration
· construction cost
· oversize/over mass and heavy vehicle movements through Rockhampton. 

· marine based construction using a floating barge was an option that was not supported due to:
· increased construction duration
· increased construction cost
· feasibility of procuring and assembling large barges upstream of the barrage
· risk mitigation measures to secure barges during flood events.
What happens to the temporary bridge once construction is finished?
Once the permanent bridge is complete, the temporary bridge work platform will be dismantled and removed. All construction equipment, structural components and piles and will be removed from the river and the area will be revegetated where required.
The new Fitzroy River bridge
What will the new bridge include?
The new Fitzroy River bridge will be 435 metres long and will include two traffic lanes in each direction as well as shared walking and cycling paths on both sides.
How will the new bridge be built?
The superstructure of the new bridge will be constructed by a balanced cantilever approach, similar to the New Bridgewater Bridge in Hobart, Tasmania.
Exclusion zone and safety
How large is the exclusion zone?
The exclusion zone will extend for 250 metres along the river and will be implemented in two stages. Initially (from 7 April to 12 July 2026) it will extend 220 metres across the river, maintaining a 50 metre navigation channel for continued public access. From 13 July 2026, it will extend 270 metres across the full width of the river until 30 June 2028.
Why does the exclusion zone need to extend across the full width of the river?
Construction will involve the use of multiple cranes, piling equipment, and heavy machinery operating from the work platform across the entire river span. The area will be an active construction zone and an exclusion zone across the full width of the river will ensure boats and other watercraft are not exposed to these hazards.
Will there be public access for boats and watercraft to pass under the temporary bridge work platform?
No. The entire bridge site is an active construction zone. Construction equipment and materials will be operating above and in the river. Working areas will change regularly across the bridge span creating significant safety hazards. 
Will there be public access for boats to use this section of the river outside construction hours?
No. This will be an active construction site and exclusion zone until the permanent bridge is complete, and the temporary bridge work platform is removed from the river. Even when work is not taking place, equipment and partially completed structures remain in place, so the exclusion zone must remain in effect at all times to manage public safety.
River access during construction
What parts of the river will still be accessible?
Access in and through the exclusion zone is the only restriction in place. Approximately 4.5 kilometres downstream from the exclusion zone to the Fitzroy River Barrage remains unaffected. The river upstream of the exclusion zone is also unaffected.
Where can people launch boats upstream of the exclusion zone?
Known upstream access points include the Rockhampton Water Ski Club ramp at Laurel Banks (members only), and public boat ramps at Deep Creek, South Yaamba, and Alligator Creek near Yaamba.
Environmental management
Has environmental approval been obtained?
Yes. The project has received the necessary environmental approvals and will follow strict environmental management requirements during construction.
The RRR project prioritises environmental sustainability and protection of the Fitzroy River Floodplain. Measures include:
· environmental management plans to minimise construction impacts
· compliance with the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act)
· compliance reports for Rockhampton Ring Road, as per Condition 17 of approval 2020/8286.
View all EPBC Act compliance reports associated with this project.
How will water quality and habitats be protected?
Environmental controls will be in place during construction, including water quality monitoring, erosion, and sediment controls and the protection of aquatic habitats.
Will the exclusion zone affect crocodile monitoring?
The project team is working with Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service to ensure crocodile monitoring programs continue during construction.
Emergency services 
How will emergency services access the river?
[bookmark: _Hlk223951790]Emergency services are authorised to enter the exclusion zone when required. They have been consulted and confirm they can promptly access river users on either side of the exclusion zone in the event of an incident or an emergency. 
Staying informed
How will the community be kept informed?
Information about the exclusion zone will be shared through public notices, media releases, social media updates, signage at boat ramps, and updates on the RRR project website at tmr.qld.gov.au/rockhamptonringroad 
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