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Safe school travel (SafeST) checklist
The safety of students travelling to and from school is one of the most important issues for school communities. The Queensland Government is committed to ensuring travel for students to and from school is safe and as part of this commitment, The Department of Transport and Main Roads has produced the SafeST checklist for school communities.
Understanding the school environment is the first step in identifying issues. The SafeST checklist has been designed to enable you, the school community, to identify possible travel safety concerns. The SafeST checklist covers the following areas:
· Pedestrian behaviour
· Bicycle and scooter safety
· Driver behaviour
· Parking
· Road safety communication.
The SafeST checklist provides a systematic approach to understanding your school environment and identifying any issues or concerns.
The most effective way to use this checklist is to work with your SafeST Committee. Completing the SafeST checklist will help you determine if your school community has any school transport safety concerns.
How to complete the SafeST checklist
1. Complete the following checklist around your school. This can be done in a group or by an individual.
2. Observations around your school will need to be undertaken to gain a comprehensive picture of the environment. It is best to undertake observations during morning and afternoon peak times.
3. Once you have completed the SafeST checklist circulate to all committee members for review.
4. Organise a SafeST committee meeting to discuss issues raised in the SafeST checklist.
5. The SafeST committee explores possible solutions and resources available for implementation.
Pedestrian behaviour
There are a number of factors and behaviours which place young pedestrians at risk of being involved in a crash. These include stepping out onto the road from behind obstacles, darting out from the footpath, playing in the streets and carelessness crossing the road.
	Pedestrian behaviour
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	A. Do students cross in safe locations (i.e. can they be seen by motorists)?
	
	
	

	B. Do students look both ways for traffic?
	
	
	

	C. Do students use marked crossings, when available (as opposed to crossing at any available point on the road)?
	
	
	

	D. Do students use footpaths, when available, (as opposed to walking on the road)?
	
	
	

	E. Do students comply with road rules while crossing (e.g., waiting for the walk signal)?
	
	
	

	F. Do students comply with School Crossing Supervisor’s instructions?
	
	
	

	G. Do students wait until the bus leaves before crossing the road after alighting?
	
	
	

	H. Do students wait quietly on the footpath for the buses to arrive (i.e. no pushing, running and other unsafe behaviours)
	
	
	

	I. Do students stand back from the kerb?
	
	
	

	J. Do students wait until buses have stopped before approaching them?
	
	
	

	K. Other – Does the school have pedestrian behaviour concerns not already covered (including students distracted by the use of mobile phones)? 
	
	
	





Bicycle and scooter safety
To stay safe, bicycle and scooter riders need to obey the road rules, ride predictably, share the road and footpaths respectfully and safely with other road users and pedestrians. Wearing a properly fastened helmet is essential to staying safe.	 
	Bicycle and scooter rider safety
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	A. Do students slow down when leaving the footpath and crossing the road?
	
	
	

	B. Do students look out for traffic at the intersection of footpaths and roads?
	
	
	

	C. Do students look for cars entering or leaving driveways?
	
	
	

	D. Do students use marked crossings when available to cross the road?
	
	
	

	E. Do students ride as if they are aware of the traffic environment (i.e. cars, buses, pedestrians)?
	
	
	

	F. Do students use helmets when riding?
	
	
	

	G. Are the helmets fastened correctly?
	
	
	

	H. Is there adequate secure bicycle and scooter storage available at the school?
	
	
	

	I. Other – Does the school have cyclist safety concerns not already covered? 
	
	
	

	J. Do students comply with road rules? 
	
	
	





Driver behaviour
The school traffic environment is busy during peak morning and afternoon drop-off and pick-up times. The high volumes of traffic and competition for parking can create safety concerns.
	Driver behaviour
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	A. Do drivers comply with signs, traffic signals and road markings?
	
	
	

	B. Do drivers comply with the School Crossing Supervisor’s instructions?
	
	
	

	C. Do parent/carer drivers act safely and not call for their children to run across the road?
	
	
	

	D. Where possible are students dropped off and picked up on the school side of the road to avoid having to cross the road?
	
	
	

	E. Do students leave the car from the side against the kerb?
	
	
	

	F. Do students move onto the footpath away from the car once they have left the vehicle?
	
	
	

	G. Other – Does the school have driver behaviour concerns not already covered?
	
	
	





Parking
Parking around schools can be of a concern for school communities. Illegal parking, safety around parking areas and the operation of the drop and go zones can impact on children’s safety. 
	Parking
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	A. Are “No Standing” or “No Parking” zones complied with?
	
	
	

	B. Are drivers parked correctly in accordance with road regulations (for example, no double parking, stopping on yellow lines, parking in bus zones)?
	
	
	

	C. Do teachers and parents/carer’s park only in their respective carparks?
	
	
	

	D. Is on street parking available in surrounding streets.
	
	
	

	E. Does the school have short term parking available i.e. 15 minutes?
	
	
	

	F. Are 2 minute (loading zone) drop and go timeframes adhered to?
	
	
	

	G. Do drivers park inappropriately i.e. on garden beds, footpaths and so on.
	
	
	

	H. Is a school parking map available for parents/care givers?
	
	
	

	I. Other – the your school have parking concerns not already covered?
	
	
	





Road safety communication
It is important for schools to regularly communicate with the school community about pedestrian behaviour, bicycle/scooter rider safety and driver behaviour to ensure the safety of children travelling to and from school. Road safety is everyone’s responsibility and schools are best placed to engage with parents and children to reinforce safe road practices.
	Road safety communication
	Provide a brief description

	A. How often does the school communicate road safety tips via newsletters or online?
	

	B. Does the school communicate pedestrian, bicycle and scooter safety information to students and parents/caregivers?
	

	C. Does the school provide road safety messages at the start of each school term?
	

	D. Does the school provide a park and walk map at the start of the year for parents/caregivers?
	

	E. Does the school provide road safety messages around state and national events (e.g. Walk to School Day, Bike Week, National Road Safety Week and Queensland Road Safety Week)?
	

	F. Does the school communicate road safety information at school events such as fetes, under 8’s days, grandparents days, etc.?
	

	G. How does the school respond to safety concerns regarding parking, queuing and unsafe behaviours?
	

	H. Is a road safety information pack available for prep and new parents to the school (including park and walk maps, pick-up/drop-off procedures, safety information about parking around schools, pedestrian and bicycle/scooter safety)?
	

	I. What methods does the school use to communicate road safety information (e.g. online, newsletters, message boards/signage, school assemblies, P&C meetings, etc.)?
	

	J. Other – Does the school have other road safety communication options/strategies?
	

	K. Has the school previously applied for a Community Road Safety Grant from the Department of Transport and Main Roads?
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